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PREFACE. 



While many books have been written about Mexico, 
no reference is made in any of them to the Jewish res- 
idents of that country. Even the Jewish EncycJo^ 
pedia dismisses the subject with a few remarks. 
Still, there are Jews, in small numbers, scatttred all 
thron^h that Republic. 

In the City of Mexico there is a Jewish population 
of about 500 families, and theirimportanee financialfy 
IS far in excess of their niiTnericaJ strength. It is for 
the purpose of acquainting the Jewish public with 
some facts concernin^r our co-religionists in that 
country that I issue this pamphlet, and I hope it wiU 
be welcomed amon^ our people. 

The narrative embraces from the time I kft Lojs 
Angeles, Aufirust 10th. VIOS. until my return AoriJ 

iKth, vm>. ^ 

^ Respectfully, 

The Ai'THOK. 
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Tti6 Jews in Modern Mexico. 



Chapter I. 

rKOM LOS ANGEI,ES TO THE CITY OF MEXICO, 



j' 

f Having lately returned fmiu a seven months' joiirnt*y 
to our ueiiL^h boring republic^ I have bi^en approached 
b^^' many of my friends and h equal ntances for infarrna- 
ti<Jti HH to tilt' state of atfiiirn tbert! in j^tmeral, «nd the 
^cwisb ptHiple in particular, so I (x>ncluded to relate 
nriy exfjerierieo, and shaJl ^^iideavor, to the be«t of my 
^il*ility» to injpnrt all the important facts. 
I The principal eauae of my ondf^rtaking this trip wan 
a communication received by a venerable and well- 
ktK^wn Jewish rej^ideut of this city from an old acquaint- 

Iiiiee uf hi?*, who is at present residing in Mexico, eall- 
w^g attention In th(* advisability of Russian Jewa settling 
>ji government laod in that republie, which, as he 
^J aims, \h to bti had for tJie ask in |^. So 1 concluded to 
iriveMtiixate this nudt<*r, which nu'ght redonnd to niy 
^Vn benefit* and that of othei-s who woold avait them- 
fcdves of Rueh an opp<>rtniiity. '- -^ jx^*4*i ** 
, Anni*(l with letter?^ nf iiitroduetion to a ^ntlennm 
t'eaidin^ at proi^ent in tlie C'ity of Mexico, vvhii is a 
native ( 'al i f orn ia n , a I so from on r gen jal Distri et Attnr- 
ni*y, ('ai»t. -I. U. Fretiencks, that I hnd acted as' one 
f tin* court iiJtcr|>roterH. 1 ?ii*t out for the aneient land 



Si 



the A^tee^s. 

J Aprop(»s III' travel 1 wish to sttite my opinion that to 
Vtiy oin* who m afflicted wnth hnv Jipirit, tleje(*tedui^54, 
kho Si'enm to think that nolM>dy care* whetiser he i« 
ftlivi* or tlead (except, perhaixn, hh juother* and she i;^ 
^': thnus^nofl niiles^ away, or the landlord on eol lection 
, v) the best antidote is a journey tn some stranjre Iho 
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Until El pRso is reached there is nothing that ma 
be termed incideutai to this narrative. Of the latt 
city the traveler f^ets a forebrxliiig of the metamorpho 
he is about tt) experience, a.s many swarthy denizeuJ 
from across the hoimdary reside there permanently. ] 

There is a fair-sized Jewish community in El PaM 
with two congregationfi, Orthodox and Reforni. S5ei?a 
ural lines of trade, especially dry go^Jtls and hardwarij 
si^m to be ccm trolled by Jewish merchants, Home ci 
whom have hraneh busim^s houii<^ across the internaS 
tional liiic, in the Mexican city, 'MuareK. '' In tha 
city many of the important stores belong to Jews, Mi 
the finest biiHiness block on tlie principal litreet Iw^af 
the name of Felix Bmngehwig, the largest dry good 
merchant in El Paso, as its owner, 

The J^Iexican Central R.R starts its trains from 
PaMO, and the ilrst ?itop is made in the middle of til 
bridge spanninj^ the Rio Grande. This latter, whie 
r^enkbles our celebrated Los Angeles River, reqiiii 
a microscope to discern ^ly \ aU^r in it. This* s<top 
made to aibiw the Mexican cnHtoin oilicialN to rxami . 
the pa^eng€*ra' hand hasffiapre. This is the tirst encouil 
ter with Mexican U(»verninent eiriph>yi-.s, and their eaH^J 
going, courteous manner of transact in^ bnsiness eon 
trast« favt»ral)3y with the brusk, istrictly bnsiucss nVi 
tnde of our own An*?lo-Saxoii5J under similar cirenii 
stances. 

At *'Ciiida[l Jnarez'' the l>agsrage of pa*ssciif?ers 
examined by Mexican customs' cflficials. The room wdie' 
this is done resembles a Salvation Army mmniai^e sal 
exc*^pt thrd the material, as a pmeral rule, m af 
Bnperior quality < While pacing up and down the pla 
'ont», wnMintJ for the tniin to «tart, I notu-ed nn Amerl 






THE JEWS IN MODERN MHXICO, 



can and a Mexican eon versing in the Sign lan^age, 
apparently not making any progrt*S8, I ** butted" in, to 
the delight of both, and learned that the American was 
in seareh of some one to go to some interior towns and 
interpret for him, who was engaged in gelling goods for 
au American firm. I mention this incident t^n demon- 
strate the tnith of the old adage that many happen ings 
in life which may appear insignificftnt migbV he turntHl 
to advantage some time, as the fact that American 
drummers need ititerpretei's in Mexico came to me in 
good stead later on. 

Now it is **«11 aboard/' naid in good old English, m 
most of the conductors are Americans. In trhe car 1 
t^ntered I found a conglomeration of varioiis nationalities, 
I^fe^cieans and Americans prtnlominatiug. As the Mexi- 
cans are naturally gregarious we were soon like one 
family. We all got initiattnl into the mysteries of **Mes- 
cjil" and *' tequila'' concoctionB. Of course, you are 
expected to share whatever you poissess in the same line, 
and I had to eoncoet some story, that my "Rock and 
Rye" was eonfii^cftted on the border. This brought forth 
a ii<x*p sigh from every ijrje jj resent and 1 was an object 
of pity. Not* to lack in poUteni»ss I passed around 
**eigarn>s" (cigarettes) and ''jmros" (cigars) i they 
were pronounced (for conrtt^y sjike) the best in the 
world, which would nuike a certain Spring Street cigar 
r? nler here lani^h and grow fat had he heard it. 

An 1 was to go thnMi*;h to Mexico City, and wishing 
to know whether there are any Jews between the b^inler 
and that elty, I started a conversation with a German 
electrician on the subjef-t, at^ according to hh state- 
ment, be has been anamd that country for t:he last 20 
veal's^' *Es giebt ein wenig Jnden uberall/' he said ij 
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answer to an inquiry of mine. When I asked him about 
their general occupation, his reply was, **handel und 
wandel.'^ He then inquired what countryman I was, 
and when I told him I was born in Russia his 
face became livid with rage, he had to take an extra 
**cerveza de Toluci" (a brand of beer), of which he had 
quite a supply, to calm his nerves. He was so effusive 
in his vituperations against that country for her repre- 
liensible treatment of the Jews and others that would 
make Gorky dance a Rushishe Kazatske with Mrs. Wil- 
shire had they been present. He confided in me tiiat his 
grandfather was a II imburg Jew, and was proud that 
hj had Jewish blood in his veins. Since then 
nothing was too good for his ''landsman.*' From him 
I also learned that the largest number of Jews in that 
part of the country was at Chihuahua, about twenty 
families, nearly all engaged in business, the most im- 
portant being the Krakauer Hardware Co. 

At '*Agtias Calientes" I lost my newly acquired 
friend. Before we parted he shook my hand so hard that I 
thought he was practicing how to kill Cossacks. His 
place in the car was taken by two senoritas, very dark 
and very talkative. As soon as they settled down in 
their seats they produced cigarettes, offered me one, and 
' started a conversation by inquiring what time it wa.s — 
what is going on in the land of the **Gringoes" (Amer- 
icans), etc. But no sooner I began to get interested in 
their prattle than they flitted out at the third station, 
telling me a most pleasant and sonorous adios. 

There is no lack of diversions along the route. A 
babel of voices greets the ears of passengers at every 
station. Venders of all sorts, from edibles to fish poles^ 
^lix their voices with those of beggars and ragamuflRns, 
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imploring for a eeutavoj American young sports throw- 
ing a centavo, Avhich they get at the border two hundred 
for a dollar, among a lot of ragged, barefooted urchins, 
and watch them scramble for it like if their very liven 
depended on that coin, and m the time passes on until 
the City of Mexico is reachedp on the third day of de- 
parture from the border. 



Chapter K. 
citv of mexico* 



The traveler on arriving in the City of Mexico do^ 
not meet with the friendly jehu who offers him a '*free 
ride'^ in consideration of his stopping at a certain 
hotel— instead, he cneounterB a mob of **Cargadore8," 
i¥ho seem to be as plentiful as real estate signs on a 
Tj€1s Angeles vacant lot. These are the peons, with 
lanK ropes around their neeka, who offer to carry any- 
thing for you, from a hand hag to a Saratoga tnink, 
for n small consideration. Thes^ people seem to 
piiHSi'ss superhuman strength, as there is nothing too 
heavy for them to carr>' any desired distance. The 
Mexican Central RR. Depot presents a very gkwmy 
aspect, MS it resembles an old-time horse shed; the neigh- 
borhood is also not inviting — all these add to the for- 
Icirn eotiditiun of the stranger with limited means, who 
does not know which way to turn. 

On looku)g n round for aeeommodation, I found that, 
rolatively, living expenses are considerably higher than 
in the United States. The Mexicans blame the Amer- 
ieanx ff>r this, as they say the latter are willing toj 
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part with tbeir iTKHiey tiud they urti readily aec^ommo- 
dHU'd. I HtH'inrd t^^mpunir^' Iruttriti^r ifi a pliice calkd 
'VAnuM'ii'Hn Hituj**^/' This is n rtnHu<ntiL*r, as tlu^ ouiy 
Americau there in the hind lady, who in only vi&ib!e 
whon nhe ef»lleet8 the r«?nL and I do not even renu.miber 
the tiolor {\f her hnir; the help \h all Mexit^an, and it 
inuist be Ineoiiveinent for those not familiar with the 
Spanish lantniap*, Ahhoii*rh T paifl as nn^eh rerjt a« 
for iin np-ttJ-dati. inurii in the Fii^niemn distriet hertv, I 
had nothinfi el«e i.ut a **hoie in the wall/' with a eraek 
ill tlie door as the only vent i hit ion. 

M>' Ihiit Htep was to call on the t^enth'niaii to whom 

I had credentials, to learn his ot>inion al^oiit the au^^'i^es- 
tion made by hia whiknn friend and eountryman that 
Bimsian Jew.s eon Id he advantageiinsly settled on j^^ov- 
ernment huid« in Me?vico. I was reeeived int^^t afTably, 
the plan Bei^nieii fey^ible to him, hnt, he remarked, it 
must Ije proce-jjed with very slowly, arul jiron lined tr^ do 
hia beat in the irndter. ThiJt he niennt it in earnest 
is sianvn by the faet thai he confided to a **AleKit'an' 

II era Id" reporter, thtit he \n (^hmnint' a Rns^^ii^n Jewinii 
eolony in Mexieo, and, f(n* all I know, he is at it ye*t.^ 
but 'Wtipy slowly,** 

As I am rather diff1de?it in fonning acM|n?iintaTi<*^^ 
.sliip, the Knir^^ewlion by my newly- formed frienil to Hie^ 
eni^ me a visitinjf ciird to the **Ameriean Club/' and>^ 
intiHKiuce me to the editor <if the Mexiean Hi*raVd. 
w*i*^ most atieeptable. The |n'ivileis'e^ ot the America 
C'lnh is extended fc»r two weeks* %vhicih rimy he rene^v< 
six times. An far as trotting aequaintefl is eonei*riif*c 
I Tni^ht na well have been in a deaf juid dunxh aaylm 
J)ne^ a Ti*xan* riotiein;? my watch ehartn. whieh is tl 
shape of a Htar. the i^rnhJem id' the order H'ISJj 
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B>ith, inquired whether I eanie from the ''Lone Star 
State/' and when i answered negatively he dmappeared 
like a Kansas wooden Iioust^ before a cyelone. Ijike all 
widl rtitruhiU^d t*lnb hause=4 this onu hiis a diinng-rDom j 
among the printed nd'^ displayed there is one **iiot 
to tip the waiter-ss/' Thin ]nnsit be to mil attention 
thiit tippin^f is very niueb in vo|ifue, as the only way 
U% e««Kpc tlii** i^revailiiijir eiiKtrtni would be by changing 
tiiljleis ni t'Vi*vy njraL on til the number is exbausted^ 
lifting the smiw tablt^ Hgaio nnlv whc*n there is a change 
of waiters, ('ontnieted bills for bmehes, etc., are 
Hrttl'Hl there semi-niantKI;i— wfn*ri I jiaiti mriie, making 
lit tiii^ same limt^ a verbal application for a prolongation 
of two weeks, I was not iufomied that a i|5 fee goes 
with every renewal, therefore I was surprised when on 
Hi4tling my second bill a slip was h^inded me, with my 
Hij*:nature, whieb the clerk copied fn>m my entry in the 
rn tt>r of v^s'ting jneniln*rK, stix>nlatintr the payment of 
that extri $5. It looked rather curious that my name 
Khotild be signed without my knowledge, but I took it 
to he what they call there ''eostumbre del pais/' whieh 
er>v*»n^ h trootl Hjany a [> pa rent short com in gs. 

At the (^ffiee of Uie Mexieiui Herald I furnished an 
€*ai|er i*eporter loiif a rohnnn of **eopy** alxnit m>^elf, 
jMiil the folli>wniir murnijiir i* wnn known in the Jewish 
i-unnnuoity, svliit-b is eoirj[K)Ke<l lo^iiiily of either natives 
t>f the United Htatf^ or thowe wImj had lived there, that 
thoH? is a new **yid" in town. On returning h<mie in 

the evening 1 found n nute left Uy a Jewish gentleman, 
Btiifin^ that be and st^V(*nU other co-religionists would 
liKe to meet me. 1 w:is only tn(» glad of ttie oppor- 
timity to eome in eontaet witii my pt*oph% i^speeiaily 
HH tlje holidays—R^iah liaslmnah and Vom Kippur — we 
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mm approaching, and I wanted to know if there was 
anything doH]g in the line of holding services. So I 
lost no time the following morning in calling at the 
place indicated. I found an Alsatian Jew of middle 
age, engaged in making tranalations, in various Ian- 
gauges, in a Mexican law oflfiee. He welcomed me most 
effusively, and stated his reasrm for wanting to meet 
me. his reading in the Herald alxjut my arrival and be- 
ing a stranger, and was ready to render me any service 
I might be in need of. It is the old Btory — those un- 
favored by fortune are generally the moat solicitous for 
the welfare of the wayfarers and strangers, who often 
need only a kind word and a little advice to put them 
on the right track. 

From my newly acquired friend I learned that al- 
though there v:ere desultory holdini^ of religious ser- 
vices on the high holidays on former occasions, in pri^ 
vate residences, nothing of a definite shape oeeurred 
until the year previous. 1904, At that time a Sepher 
Torah and other necessary paraphernalia w^ere secured 
and regular services held in a room given free by the 
Masonic fraternity in one of its buiMings, The credit 
for this is principally due to two gentlemen, namely: 
Julio Meyer and N, Grossman. The former is a native 
uf Prussia, province of Posen, had lived in the United 
States and came to Mexico from San Francisco tweutj* 
odd years a^^o. He is in the merchant tailoring busi- 
ness on Calle San Francisco and ha8 the e antra et to 
supply uniforms to street car employes. He is consid- 
ered a well-to*do man. Mr. Grossman is a Rnssian, haa 
lived in J^Iexieo about ten years, w^as first in the dyeiufc 
uid cleaning Imsiness; then a traveling? ^^ptician. anil 
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unw ki^cps a ctirio and jewolry store 00 Calle San Pran- 
iMKco, jiext to Porter's Hotel. The incidental oxpeuso 
\\m raifled by snbscri]i!i(iii aiiuuiji rosidnnt Jews; those 
not attending services idso fnTitributiujr, At the aer- 
vtcM, whieh are of tlte old style, Mr. Meyer acta as 
**ParnaH'' (President) and Mr. Oressiiuui as Cantor, 
whieli duty he discharges tTt'ditahly, considerinir the 
eondilionB. 

A few days hefore Rosh nasj^haimh I was handed an 
invitation card to the coining services hy an elderly 
irentlpnipn, v. ho m interested in a jewelry and curio 
Hture, situatud ahrmt a Idoek np tlie street from where 
Me^Mrjs. Me^^er and flrossniau nrn located. This party, 
who is a Tin n pari nil. owin;? to his advanced a pre and 
fair knowledi-e of matters pertaining to Jndai«m, is 
lookfHj upon by some of the ^*dentschen" a.s a sort of 
i?not!lf^inl ' ' rii'n 1 nf the Comninnity. *' Tie himself mod- 
t-stly ^fdinits tlmt the only reason that entitles liim to 
thin disitinetion is — ^he had lived in a small plaee in 
Texa^ where he was the "Rosh ITMkf>hor' (head of the 
eommunlty), but, he adds jcdtingly, the entire congrei- 
^ation etinsisted of himself, as he was the ordy Jew 
there. Stnifstre to say. neither he nor any of his family 
attf?nded ser^iees later* 

By that time I fomied thi* aeqnaintaiiee of a ^entJe* 
man who was dt*stinei1 to play an important and curl- 
Oti3 part in niy fulnre t^xperiene^'s in I he Cily irf Mex- 
ico — Professor Franeiseo Rivaa Having heard that I 
pfXSKess some knn vvledcje of Hebrew and Jewish lore of 
fill* oUl '*VeshiVi^ Boehnr'' variety, ho siuiKht and oh- 
rainpd an iidrodnetion thnni^^h our imitual friend. Ml 
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Moises, the Alsatian previously mentioned. He was 
introduced to me as a ''Portuguese Jew." He is an 
eminent linguist and scholar, being actually engaged 
as professor of Greek and Hebrew in one of the gov- 
ernment colleges, and giving private lessons to scions 
of high-class Mexican families in ancient and modem 
languages. He is apparently between 55 and 60 years 
of age, of distinguished appearance, with long, flowing 
beard, but with no trace of Jewish features whatever. 

His biography, as I learned from him, is, in part, as 
follows: Was born in Campeche, Mexico, of Sephardi 
(descendants of Spanish exiles) Jewish parents; has 
lived in Mexico City over 30 years; always engaged in 
literary occupations, and was at one time editor of a 
Jewish paper, published in the Spanish language, in 
the City of Mexico. 

He seems to enjoy a vast acquaintance and popular- 
ity, as on passing through the principal streets he is 
kept constantly occupied in showering salutations right 
and left to passers-by. His circle of intimate friends 
embraces all the high officials, including the president 
and vice-president of the republic. At his residence, in 
a suburb of the city, he and his wife, who is a Cuban 
of high caste and many accomplishments, entertain 
high and low, rich and poor, with the same affability 
and whole-heartedness, like true children of the Patri- 
arch Abraham. To them may truly be applied the Bib- 
lical adage '*a good name is better than sons and 
daughters,'' as of the latter they have none. 

At our first meeting he insisted on having me as his 

nest to dinner, which invitation T accepted for some 
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ftUure date. Wlieu that time came I not only had a 
gastronomic treat, but also a rar^ spiritual delight, as 
I found in his possession a well-stocked library wf an- 
eit*nt and motieni Hebrew manuscripts and hooks. Our 
conversation was earritMl tin moHfly in Hebrew, and my 
inia^nriation carried me back to the old days at home 
— etj^'^ai^red in dissertation with some aavant of the old 
fichool on Rabbinical honiileties. 1 was Khown some 
correspondence he had hai some years ago with pn»mi- 
nont Jews, iu thin r-tnintry and in Europe, on the mib- 
jeet of settling the perHccitted of our race on govern- 
Tii-int lands in MeKieo, an acpotuit of v^^hkh appeared 
nt that time in the Ili^brew Standard of New York, with 
a dfsenption and photo of tJie Professor, but it came 
to naught, as the milla of the ^ods grind alowly, espe- 
cially when eold charity is eonccrned. Being such a 
qrood and faithful Jew he readily accepted my invita* 
lion to aitoT^d services on the now faat approaching 
Tiolidftyg, and as we parted it was with the conscious- 
ness on my |mrt that there are a few ^ood people in 
thi» world — heeomiu^ oblivious for the nonce of my 
loTn»?inD«fi as a stranger in a strange land- 

The cards of invitation were tasteful affairs of some 
f*lahnrateness. beiuL' printed upon pink hristol board 
ill three colors. Across the front obliquely, from the 
l<i\vf.*r left to up[)er riifht hantl corners, were the words 
*' Happy New Year/" llnnkcd al>ove and below by the 
nunii'rals ryiUm. This [jrintin^ was in gold. 

The invitation ran thus; 

You and your family 
fir#' cordiitllr iuvitrd tn #j Henri relitximm servieew of iiur„ 
New Year (Rosh Hasbanah) at 5a Calle Miua No. 8| 
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Maworii** Hall un Friday, ^^)t 29th, 7 rOO p, ni. ^harp- 
Also for the day of AtonoitiPiil (Tom Kippnr) ou 
Oct* Bth tm Suiulay lu^hi at G::iO p. m. Kharp. 

The 'Committer, 
Tho invitation nmst bu sho^m at the donr. 

Mexico City, Sept. 11)05. 

While tht* invitMlion Rp<*(>iRoa i*Y<*iiiii^ st^rvir^es* it was 
meant also for ono dtiy Kosh HnKhanHli io the morn- 
in*: nnd tht.' i*Ttt irti dtiy Ynm Kipp^'^^^ I inqriin-d ^^ tii 
the rtnifioii ''tlio iuvitation mn^t he sho^^^^ at the door/* 
bein^ ttmt it was free, aiid leanitMl fnr the first time 
that Monie of the Je\rish merrdiaiits, especifilly thosw 
en^rtSjcd in th** rotinl trade, are reluctant to liav»' th«ir 
race or reH<:;ion paraded before the piihlie. What 
ground there is for this I do nnl lnio\^, my pi-r^onal 
experietice, covering a 7 month s' '=;nj(nirn union g the Mex- 
icans, would not iudieatt^ tlie existrnre uf rncr haln^d 
ftr relief ions prejudice ou the part of inodeni BpiiiniA 
Anu^rieans. Although luy nationality and rclitriotu 
lifBIiation were known ^ 1 only ht^ard the uame Jo^v ineii- 
tion<nl 8nef'rintrly onee, and that wa8 by an inebriate 
Anieriean; wlu^u lie «obere<l up. ajid his attention was 
ealh^d to it hy another Ameritian. he jMifdicly n]Hi\u^izBd 
and treat^^d all presetii with a ronnd of t-ij^qir^. 

Whf^ri a reporter for an KntiHsh I'inpvr Miipro7iched 
tni' for details on the subject rif tiur holidays, I, in cl**£- 
ereiice to the opinion of otljerw. kept silent. Vnit that iUd 
not deter the irifiiHtent Hcribe from eximtiatiijif to bin 
heart's content* at every opportnrtity, \vhat m happetj- 
in^ in the Jcwiwli commnnity. Wilh iiarint^^ hcndlines 
he aiHionneed that ^er^iees ivere jjoinsr to be hcdtl an 
leh a dntc — wvn* hidd, cttr., relyimj ror part jf.*tilari 
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upon information he had gained in the United States. 
Strange to say, nane of the Spanish papers (considered 

the matter of miflficient importance to give it a mention. 
When I arrived at Masonic Ilall on Rosfi Hashanah 
fve Protestor Rivas, having with him another Professor 
— ^De Leon, was already there. The latt^^r does not 
claim to be a Jew; possesses some knowledge of 
Hebrew, and has a vague idea that his aneestor^ wiiro 
Spanish Jewish exiles. The attendance was small and 
the services gone throuirh perfunctorily. Then 1 met 
for the first time the acting ehaxon, Mr. Grossman, and 
Mr. A, Goldbanm, native of Los Anjareles, who is city 
a^jrent for a mineral water concern, the general manager 
of which is also a Los Angelen man, Leo Fleishman, a 
cotisin of the Hellmans. Mr. Goldbanm did not show 
lip again, as he explained to me afterwards, his knowl- 
edge of Hebrew is nil and the proceedings have no 
;it traction for him. As a child, in Los Angeles^ he was 
II. pupil of Rabbi Ed el man's Sabbath School in the 
1^'nai BVitli Synagogue, but whatever religious instruc- 
tion he gained at that time passed out completely of 
liiB memory. 

In the morn i nit? the attendanci* was slis^litly better. 
1 was? invited to take part in eonductinjj the services 
and say a few words on the significance of the day* but 
not wanting to act at a moment's notice, I promised 
to comply with their Mish on Yoin Kippur. 

The Rtiuday intervenin^r between Rosh Hashanah and 
T^om Kip|»ur wan an important rme for the mem hers of 
the American colony in Mexico, as the GiiL^fn^nheim 
I 'a vi lion of the Amcri<Mni lldSjMtul wa?4 Ihen rje<licatcil, 
It %vas erected by the GitffgenbHm Brns,, at a eost t»f . 
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$26,0C0, in memnry of tht*ir departed mother, and iJ^aa 
named tlio Barbara fJu*rt!eiihoinj Pavilion. To me as 
an Amcrie^n ehizen and a Je'X, this L*\i.nit had a double 
significaiicf-r-the donors bein^ Anieri<;an Jews. So I 
lost no time to be on time. I foinul at the entrance, 
aetinir "n tht^ reci^ption eommittee. ^Iv. I. J. Selifrmnn. 
n ndalivt^ of the (jni:K<-'Ti^einis and tlieir financial rep- 
resentativL* in ^fexico, Mrs. Helium an and tlieir danfjli* 
ter. Miss Selijitnian. Anot'^er m<^mfH^r of the reception 
conimitti^e was Mr. M. Elssasen a prominent Jp wish- 
American enpi^^ed in mining onterprisew in Mexico. 

The hospitaL which is 0[H^ratod hy the ''Anierfean 
Benevolent Siieicty/" of wineh ilr. RrliErman waa at 
that time Honorary Secretary, is ideally loeat^^d, with 
spacious trrnonds, and has one free ward for indigent 
Americans. AVJ ;it strnek me as peeidiar is tbat not a 
"word wan said Uy detiicate the new pavili^tn, nitt even 
a elercryman s j>rayer or blessing. In tliis country 
there wouhl be orations s^alore on an occasion like this; 
there* people eamu, looked around, sipped some cotfee 
or other beyera^^e served, by a bevy of young ladies. 
Tvith a 8niile thrown in for rrood Irek, then retraced 
their steps, rejoicing with the knov/led*re that a ne\v 
link has been added to the chain of American institu- 
tions. One youn<; minister of some Cliristian sect 1 
notie<^d anionic t^e thronir. lie ^YnH rather h*'*ndsonic. 
exeept f(jr a dat nose, and seemed to think liis duty 
ended by entertninin,Lr tlie yonn-j ladi<\s behind the re- 
freshment tabh^s. 

On Yoni Kippur eve the attvndanee was slijihtly better 
than tm Konh llashanah. Mr, Gn*ssrnan officiated. Of 
ronrne, Proft^sor Rivas wm there, enveloped in a Talith 
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mn\ following: the prayers with close attention. On the 

Tollow^iiig day Mr. Berlinjfer, a German Jew, who is <^on- 

iiected with the Mexican Centra! R, R, in r clerical cajia- 

city, recited part of the morning prayei^s; he was fol* 

lowod by Mr. Grtx^man^ completing the Shacharis nntl 

n^fiti u\^ from the To rn } » ; T t li e ti deli vt*rf d nr\ a i\ d ress o 1 1 

the iniportance and ^significance of the day, and con- 

iliicted the Mnsaph services: a cammercinl tniveler 

named BrilL memhor ap s\ renowned family of scholars 

of the same name in RiiHsiJi nud Oermany, said the 

Miueha prayers; was followed by another **lcni|?ht of the 

ro'^fl/' n PurtiicHiese Jew who IokI received the training 

of a Rabhi hut does not follow it, M'ith some remarks; 

Mr. (Irossman closing the lUy'N devotions. The average 

nttendnnce, allowinLf for some leavinisr and others eximinis, 

sv}ij« iMween 50 and tiO people. 

Althongh the hij^h ehiss JewR there^ hy which is meant 
now^a-dnys those who have plenty of money, grenerally 
Huletraek anything of this kind, there were a few ex- 
ooptions to thin nilej m for example: Dr. h, B. Ppeyer, 
wha Inid been for many years associated with his fatlier 
BH dcTitists, iind Is now head of the hf>.nking finn of L, 
B. Speycp & Co, lie stayed at the hall tiie greater part 
of the day, and asked me to reeite Kadish with him. As 
lie explained to me. he rhn?fi it on account of his father, 
irho died durlntr the s^ime ye^ir and who was an ol>si*r- 
viint Jew; L. Blinn, who am^s^ed a fortnne m a iiorse 
trader, with his whole fnmilv; om* of tiie Samuel Bros^, 
nn Anglo-Mexico II firm of hankers, importers and ex^ 
l>ortPrs, MTul TiieTnl)erH i>f the widely kn<nvn Sanniel 
fnniily of London, 

Whih* T delivered my diKeonrse dnnng the day, T 
noticH>d a yountr marj parlieidarly attentive, but to m, 
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surprise, when I spoke to him at the cloee of t'he aervicts 
hs looked at nie with his big, brown eyes and smiled — ^e 
(lid not underBtand a word of Englis^h! When I asked 
him in his own iHnjnm^e I Spflnish ), why he was so inter- 
ested in my speakinff if he did not comprehend, he 
aimwert'd naively that as it was Tom Kippur he was 
aiirt* that I w:is aiying something- very good 1 I then 
learned that although the majority understood English 
there were som^ who came to Mexico direct from the 
Old Country and did not understand a word, stiil the^* 
istarcd at me as if they knew Webster's dictionary by 
heart. 

Among the cosmopolitan assembly of worshipers there 
were only two Lithuanian women— Mrs. Grossman and 
her sister Miss Rosenblum. Before the close of i!h} ser- 
vices the former sized up the number of strangers, those 
who had no faniilies of their own^ and sent her sister 
to prepare *? breakfast*' for aU, she had seen that done 
in her old home in Kovno, and so it must be in Mexico. 
So it happentHl fhat wheu the last blow of the Rhofor was 
heard and the erstwhile devout left for their respective 
homefi. Mrs. Grossman remained to gather up the 
strangers, to make them feel at h(nne, temporarily, at 
least. ^ 

When I noticed that she already had enough to fill i\p 
an ordinary size restaurant, I tried to get away stealthily, 
but she had her eye on me, and in a moment there was 
also a hand on me, and no possibility of escaping. We all 
repaired to the modest ''Vivienda** of the Orossmans, 
where a most pleasant evening was pa*;scd, consuming 
tiie TictualSj which were of the style '* mother used to 
make." and exchanging reminiscences of the respective 
in^ign countries we had visited, ai* we wei'c all mor« or 
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lesR of the globe-trot t in fr gonus. Eepeeiallj interesting 
were the narratives al>otit the -Jewish people in various 
Bouth American countries. 

The foUowinir morning the Mexican Herald had the 
following aecoimt of our Yom Kippur servioes: 

TBM HEBKRW ANNtV^RSAKV OP YOM KIPPUR 
CEtEBKATl^D AS ^TEVER BEFORE. 

Never before iu the hiKtory of the city was the great 
TTebrew annivei'sarv of Yom Kippitr. or the Day of 
Atonement, celebrated with such elaborate services aa 
during the whole of yc^sterday. The services were 
extremc'Iy interesting and a large number of persons of 
the aueieni' race were present thnmgbout the entire exer- 
cises. 

The services began at 8 oVlock in the morning and 
it waa after 6 o'clock last evening before they were con- 
eluded. Very few of the persons in attendance left the 
hall during the day^ except during a short recess about 
midday, Furiuf^ all this time the worshipers were 
fasting, m not a single devout member broke hia fast 
from surset on Sunday overing until about o:30 last 
evening. 

N* newsman and Victor TI arris, comlueted the greater 
part of the services of the day, but", in addition to these 
Ht^r^tlemeTi, there were several others who assisted in the 
r i * 1 1 d i n g n f 1 h e H e r i p t u res, t he s ay i n g o f t h e pray ers, etc . , 
vvhieh form tm t.*s8ent]al part of the ritual of the day» 

A bout ^ 1 :30 i> 'clock in the afternoon Victor Harris, 
\v h n 1 1 as h t ely com v to t h t» c i ty fro m Los A n gel es , C a li f o r- 
n\n, delivi^rerl a sermon in English to the congregatioTh 
Mr. Harris urged upim bin hearers the necessity of es- 
iTiWishing n fienuHnent plnce of worship in the city, say- 
ing tbHt he [u*lit*vt*d the tinu' bad come for the Hebrews - 
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of the city to erect a synajro^jrue, where they would be able 
to have their services conducted in a proper maDner. 
Anctther very interesting I'hin^ about the address was the 
iiiterpretfttion that he j^ave to the aeeount of the swttUow- 
ing of Jonah by the whah\ 

Aeconlin^r to Mr Harris, thin story of Jonah and Vhe 
Whnle is entirely allegorical, and it is intended to show 
the people of Israel how they ou^ht to preserve them- 
selves as a race in spite of the adverse eonditioos by 
which they arc often surn:junded. 

**Joiiali, ■' said Mr, Harris, ** represents the Jewish 
jH^Jple, aud the whale by which he \h said to have been 
swallowed, represents the world, by whieh thev hvv sur^ 
rounded. Jonah said, *I am a llebrcu/ and altlougrh 
he went inttv the belly of the whale, he came forth 
again, aod the Jews who preserve their relig^ioi are 
bound to come forth unscathed fniui the belly of the 
world, juat as Jonah did from the whale," 



Chai^tkr hi, 
futile attempt to establish a congregation". 



From what I heard in |>rivate eonve -Ration eonvinced 
me that" a permanent Jewish con^e^fition on a smnll 
scale could be started, if only some one should take the 
initiative, so I concluded to make the attempt. I en- 
listed the aid of Professor Rivan and Messrs. Jnltn Meyer 
and N. GroHsman ; all proved trv \w willin*r wnrkers, and 
lifter seeurint^ a few mon- syni|)athi7.ers with th*^ move- 
ment, we decided on Simehath To rah. which happened 
to be on a Sunday, as thi.* dny uf t-il'eetinp ftn or^ani- 
Mion, if possible. 
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On the flfu^rnoon of the appointed time, eight of us 
met by agre<?nie5t at the hi?*tori<:; Iturbiile Hotel an<] 
from there boarded an eiectrie ear for the residenee of 
PnjfeRHor Rivas. who previously ottered if for this pur* 
[ime, in the quaint and beanliful suburb i*t Taeubnya, 
On oqr arrival we were moat courteously wefeomed by 
tije htist and hoste^^ and aft^r exchange of ^^'rertin^ra we 
firm^eeded to business. I ealled the meeting to order 
and proposed the Prof elisor for ebHtrinaiK 

The fuIhivvinK^ prerimble aiu) minutes I drew up tiint 
time to lie entered on record: 

*' Whereas a ininiber of Israelitien residing? in the City 
of Mexiet*. realizing the duty they owe to themselves, 
their (lod and their holy religion, have cfmchided to form 
an organization for tte purpose of holding? oeea.^^ionaJ 
reli^ous services, l>e mutually helpful in caj^e of need, 
as'ffist and bi-frieud the stranger, and eventually to 
acquire a piece of land for a Jewish cemetery , assembled 
at the residence of Professor F. Rivxs, No. 9 OUe de 
la hiiz, Ta^eubaya, D, F., Oct. 22, 1905, Tishri 23, bm}, 
iM carry into effect this laudable object, 

'* After some appn)priaie nimarlcs by T^rofessor F. 
Rivas, in which he explained the obJL^H of the gsttht^rin^f 
and the urgencj^ of the «teps idiont to be taken, aiK 
organi/.ation wa?* formed under the uame 'MCmanuer* 
and the following t^ffiee^s elected; President', Professor 
F. Rivas; vice-president. Julio Meyer- trt^asurer. N. 
Orvtssnian ; English Seeretiiry, Vi<?tor Harris ; Spanish 
Secretary, M, Assael ; tnistees. A, Assael, J. E. Albilouf, 
M, Spindler. 

**It wast decitled to meet ev(*r>'' ttrst Sunday in the 
moiith, *i;3() p. m., begiinunir with Hie month of Dee- 
ember, lHnr>: Vire-president }bypr promising tu securj 
a mi:»f*tin*r place. 
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**The dues were fixed at $L00 per month, 

'*A vote of thanks to Pnjfesaor Rivas for havin; 
offered hi*? n'SHleiicc for this o(?.casinii and rendering 
other valuable a.^sistanee, was unaniniouf?!^- g-iven. 

*'It was deeidt^d that ^eni^ral eleetionfi shfiU be held 
every tii'st Biinday in January, and piiynii'nt of ilinm 
shall bej^jn Deeemben lfl05.*' 

Bes»diL*s those who wen* present, seven othor nntn^ 
were entered jus t-hartor nu.^inberH by authormition af the 
parties. 

After the raeeling the welfare of the new eoni^fegiitmn 
was toasted by i^wry nne present with bumpers of cham- 
pagne, furnished by Mr. Julio Meyer, and (>ther vintiigo, 
liberally supplied bv the Professor, Mi\ Meyer Jilso 
bn>ught several iHixes of best Mexican cigarn and Mrs. 
Bivas took got)d care none of us should leave the hoii?te 
hungry, and m^ amidst ^reat f!nthu>*ia*^m, aecompanie^l 
by good eheer, Vhe timt Jewish congrejjation on Mexican 
soil was launched into the «ea of religions life and iise^ 
fulness, the profusion of tropie^il flowers and plants in 
which the cottage of the Profensor is embedded lending 
an enehanting ehami to the situation. 

After one of the uj embers recited the evening praytn-?! 
we parted for our respective honjeK, promising each other 
to be mutually helpful in advancing the interest of the 
new movement. 

On arriving in the vUy 1 wuh the giiesl of Vree-preai- 
dent Meyer tv a late uupper at the ^^aj^ton Dore, where 
to the sweet stniins of Mi^viean and ATorTic^ni mu^ii! 
waited across the spacious iUniiig nnmi from Uie orchea- 
tra we reiterated our adhehion to the new cmigregaticm, 
and it was in the. morniny: of aiiHt'ber diiy wli^n I finally 
eacbed home, iwceedin^ly pleiu^tHl with the wivrk aeeomij- 

led. 
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Wlien I visited Mr. Meyer a few days Inter to talk 

over eonfjrn**rutitm matters, 1 found him an entirely 
elianifod m*in; sijnieone m\M liftve poisoned his mind, 
telHnif iiini that he was entitled to be first president; at 
lejmt that is wJiat I understood from his conversation. 
Moreover, he elaims that Siraon Weil and Mr. Berlin^er, 
<dd4ime resident^^ of thi/ eity, aver thar they have known 
Profesatir Rivas for over 30 yearn and are pcMitive he i^ 
a **goy!" I looked up the PmlWRor and succeeded in 
arrar:ging between thest* two that Mr. Meyer should be- 
eome pre.sideat and the Professor vice-president, but 
when I broaehed tlie subject to some of the meniben? 
they veheroently objected, saying the Professor wai* 
oJected and president he shall remain' — and m Congre- 
gation Emanuel came to an end I 

T have not been able since to get at the tnith whether 
l'rufe«sor Rivas is a Jew or not; but if he is a **goy" 
Ju» is the bf^t yiddish goy or ^oyesher yid T have ever 
met, for while there are some French Jews, with German 
names, in Mexico, who would rather coneeal their ident- 
ity, he takes advantage of every opportunity to let the 
world know he is a Jew. I have heard it said that when 
he wiLs called to the To rah on Yom Kippur he did not 
know how t*^ mai^e the **Brocho;" but why did Moises, 
Orf>ssman, and others who have also known him for 
a |] umber of yearn, always consider him as a Jew? 

Even now Mr. Meyer was satisfied to have him act as 
vice-president— if he is not h Jew how could he be an 
officer of a Jewish con^rct^'ation ? All this is pUKzlinp* 
but the wt>rst is — it thwarted my plan to form a Jewish 
congrrev^ntiuri in Mexico. 
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Chapter IV; 

FITNEKAL OF MRS. SEUGMAN. 



I 




Although my t^ndeavors to form a Jewish congrega- 
tion in Mexico City proved futile, the fact that I offici- 
ated and U'c'tured *>fi Yom Kippur establish my repu- 
tation as a Hurt of uncrowned ''Rabbi/* Some csveti 
Fionored me with the titlt* ''Doctor'' despite the fact thut 
I never even hinted that I am, or care to be^ 
either one or the other. The worst of it is — 
the intelligent elaases in Mexico are wont to 
look at clerufvnien aska.nee» and when I was introduetHl 
by some of my friendi^ to their Mexican aequaintanca** 
BM a ** Padre/* 1 became an object of an^picion. When 
it was explained to tht*ni that I was a Jewish padre^ 
that mist rust fulneiii< het^rUiie mixed with a sffH of inde- 
finable curiosity; 

Several incidents dnriiifr my later stay in Mexit*ii 
would lend to provti that I was general ly considered a 
fulJ-fle<l|^ed Rabbi » and I witi herewith relate a few of 
them. 

About the middle of November Mrs. Srliy^nmn^ wife 
of Mr. I. J. iSeliijman, previously monti(»ned in eonnoe- 
tion with the Gn^jjenheim [laviliun dedication, died. 
This fnmily lieinff f>ne of the few in Mexico of pure 
blof>d» tfial tn to say, not intermarried with i^cntiles, di*- 
sire<i a Jewish funeral service, therefore two friend?* of 
the family, Mi^srs, Max Loeb and il. Elssnsier, en lied 011 
me with a reqtuM to ofheinte, iu which 1 rendily con- 
sented. After s(*rviees af the htMiHc and nn my way 
to take the fnneral car for the ct^nieti^ry I WfLs ap- 
lached by the t'bristian miriUicr, whom I had neen 
he hospital dedication, wlio waiitetj \^^ Imow m 
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what nilation I stand to the Jewish ** church/' 1 ex- 
plained to him that in our religion, being that no in- 
temiediary in rt^quired between God and TIi8 creatures, 
any one who k able to say the Hebrew prayerSj and 
knows the meaning thereof, is considered competent to 
net lit religious functions, especially when there is no 
ordained Rablii available; moreover, I added, my early 
training in Europe %\%'ts that of a Rabbi, which I do not 
follow Hs an occupation, and when I do act as one it is 
rs a layman, not with any mercenary object, aa I do 
not aecep* any remuneration. He then related that 
hig servicer are often requisitioned at Jewish funerals 
find only reeently officiated at the funeral of a Jewish 
ebild. But, as he himself stated, that only the mother 
wm a JewesH. I supposed that accounts for it [ He then 
l<*ft me and I nnswed him at the cemetery although al- 
most the entire American colony was there. At the 
H!*rvices in the American eemet ery Mr. Elssaser, who 
H€ted f*)i' th'^ family, rerjuested the gentlemen present 
to don their hhU; as this was not done at the house, I 
suppose it is because 1 recited the Kaddish in Hebrew. 
1 noticed that rocks were put on the coffin before the 
irrave was fillrd, the rea?«on for it I was unable to as- 
certain. 

When Mr. Loeb asked me later to eall at his office for 
my tee I tf>ld hiin that for myself I woidd not accept 
any, but that as collections were being taken up In 
nearly aM parts of the world for the Russian sufferers 
in (klnssn i\ui] elsewhere, subse<|Uent to the Ot'tober 
masmcn^s, hr may, if he wisihes, contribute for this pur- 
pose in memory of Mm. Religman. This was accord- 
ingly don^* and fifty dnlhti^s in gold sent to tb*^ treasurer 
of tbat fond, Mr. Jacc^f^ TI. Schitf. 



DEMCO 
PAMPHin BiNOBji 



2S 



THE J^WS IN MODERN MEXICO* 



I 



I 



I tank ooeasion to put the t|ueslJaii to Mr Lrfjeb, who 
!8 one of tile leatlens in the American and Jewish eol- 
imieB, if he did not consider the time propitians for tbe 
eHtablishiupnt of » permanent Jewish eongre^tvtion, in 
view of the eonstant inereai^e of Jewish set t lei's, to which 
he vonehsafed no answer. 

Koine time hiter a Methodist nitriist(*r hy the nnme of 
Dn lin.>wn. IjFother of ex-Health ilffieer Df. Urovvn 
of Long Beaeh, Cal., created a stir in the 
Ameriean colony hy an addrem he delivered 
before a loejd tenijjeranee soeiety, ve!iL*m<intly 
denouncinpr the managers of the Fourth of July 
celebration for allowinii jspirituons beveraire^ to bo 
sold on ihe gnmnd. This brought forth a eontrovei-sial 
correspondence in the Englinh new'spapeix which at 
times resembled a hot spell m Yinna. The 5iIeKiean 
Herald solicited my opinion on the snbject frojn a 
Jewish standpoint, and I lierewith republish the i'olJow- 
inpr excerpt from my enntribution^ for the purjK>»e of 
ahowin^r that I challenged the advocates of total 
abstinence from a Bihieal point of viiuv, which, hy tlto 
way, i^mained unanswered : 

*' Since Brother Brown pnts a Chrij^tian flavor on hi* 
pet the<>ry of total abstinence, T Wfjidd n-sjH^i^t folly ask 
the reverend ^enllemati to point ont a siogh* passajofe 
either in tin* OhI or X<*w Testa ?n<*jjt where tfie rnodcratt* 
nst^ of spiritintMN beveratiei^ is eovidi'irjoefl, thi» iJijune-* 
tion8 of all forniH of religion being irierelv against frlut- 
tony and ovi*r*irrdnlgcacc of any sort, 

** Among the mii-aeles related tn Imve been performed 
hy flic founder of the Christian religion, ar rather, 
_f; Minded in his name, since he himself was a s^ti'ii*t scl- 
ent of the Jewisli religion ami "*»npbatir»^^^y P^t*- 



THE JEWS IN MODKHN MEXICO. 



^ 



Jii- 

rent 

t "^ 
by* 

ist ^> 



uUiniod that *not one iota of the old law shall be abro- 
gated/ in one whoreio he is said to have converted water 
into wine. If he had agreed with Dr, Brown, this 
miracle ought to have been met am or phased^ and all the 
wine in the world would have been turned into water. 
There would have been enough of thii^ liquid to irrigate 
the arid plains of Samaria, 

'* Admitting that the Christian religion is unquali- 
fiedly aeairst the social glass, there is no reason why the 
AmerleAn coloriV in this eity, whieb* like' the mother 
country, ib eo!?mopolitnn and composed of actual Chris- 
tiars^ nominal Christians, and no Christians at all, 
shoultl taboo it." 



Chapthk V. 

A GUEST OF HONOK AT A CATHOLIC FUNCTION* 



The follow in i£ incident will illustrate the good fel- 
lowship extant among the various creeds in modern 
Mexico. 

A Catholie priest, known as ''Father Hunt Cortez/' 
arranged a speeiai eelebration in bis ehnrch in honor 
of some degree conferred upon him by thi> Pope. He 
invited ministers of diflTerent den^iminations to partie- 
ipate in the ceremonies, and bavins: learned through 
the ne^vspapers and individuals that there is a Jewish 
** Rabbi" in tovrn be sent me a cordial invitation to be 
present, asking me at the same time to bring my ** Vest- 
ments." I replied that I had no Rabbinical Vestment, 
not even an ''Arbah Kanfoth," but I signified my wil- 
lingness to be present, as to visit churches and witness 
the services is one of the features which foreigners in- 
dulge in while sojourning in Mexico. 
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On the Sunday morning when that function look 
place I occupied a st*at of honor among many notables 
who came to pay their respects to the venerable priest. 
The church, named **Loreta," is an antiquated struc- 
ture, dating back to the lOth century, and is one of the 
landmarks in Mexico. 

ruring the |jrogress of the services, which ware 
mainly ceremonial and symbolical, and of which I hail 
not the faintest conception^ I was nniHing on the traus* 
nuTtation of the times! 

Here I was a rrnest of honor amoufr worshipers of 
tlic Catholic faith, in a land where less than a eetitiiry 
ago the *'auto de fe*' held full sway, ami the mer<?8t 
suspicion of one followinjt the ancient la^.s of Moses 
was sufficient to furnish him witli involnntary transpor- 
tation to the mysterious beyc^ud, and thoughts of joy 
and sorrow^ crowded my mind in juxtaposition. T re* 
joiced that there are some lands, at least, where there 
is li^dit for tlie children of IsraeL but felt auj^uisher' 
for the millions of our people atill dwelling in the dark 
countries of intolerance and pei-secution. 

At the conclusion of the exercises in the audi tori um 
of the church all repaired to tht* vestry where every on© 
was requested to ivrite his nanu- and sume episTraph* 
suitable to the occasion, preferably each in his native 
tongue, an there were several nationalitica represeiite/l 
I wrote mine in Tl^lirew, which some mistook for Chi- 
nt*se and looked around for the son of tlte celestial 
empire. 

While this was jioiuK on thf' priest, who is ji littWi 
woa^ened old man. stood in thi' ci^ntci' of the room 
receiving felicitations and eirdu^act^s froro those prenenl 
kept on calling for ^Vabraisos" until Wu^ liisi dark^ 
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eyed Senorita closed the dr>or behind her. I noticed 
that the more beautiful the senorita the longer the 
abrazo lasted. And on the faces of the young bloods 
of the masculine gender was depicted the sentiments 
**Wbo would not be a Catholic priest!''— for the time 
beinpf at least. 

Some time in December. 1905, the inhabitants nf the 
City of Mexico* especially the members of the American 
colony, were sinidenly startled with the announcement 
that ConsuKCieneral Parsons* of the United Statefi Le- 
gation, was instantly killed in a trolley accident. He 
was driving to the Mexican National depot in a hired 
vehicle to see some frienda off for the United States, 
and. it i^ aHeeed. throupfh the ^ross earelessnesB of the 
driver, it uolUdiHl with an ideetrie car and Mr. Parsons, 
who rose from bis seat in an endeavor to shield his 
wife and son. was hurled against a post and expired 
(m thp snot. This cast a gloom over all elapses of peo- 
ple, as Mr. Parsons wa» very popular and generally 
beloved. 

Th(^ variooR American Societies took charge of the 
funenil nrrao^'ements, which were held at the local Epis- 
I'opal church. 

On my entry in the church at tbn timn of the fnneral 
I was recoijnisied an the one who ofRciatetl at the Seli^- 
man funeral and was assigned a \)h\iH* amon^ the 
clerjiy of various denominations. This was the first 
church fiuierfjl I have ever at ten tied ami T found the 
services awe-inspirinfj and impressive in the extreme. 
The prayers for the dead re^'iteil hy this Christian sect 
are mostly U*mu nuv Psalms, ami thi' entire excrcisea 
have a Jewish aspect, except for an occaaional mention^ 
of the ''^tn\'' ami '^IToly Hhost/' 
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The remains were conveyed to the French cemetery 
temporarily, to be taken later to the United States. 
This is the most important and beautiful burial place 
in the city, and many of the hijjh caste Mexican fam- 
ilies have their plots there. As I retraced my steps 
towards the j^ate, after the body was deposited in a 
vault, I noticed tv;o eleg^antly attired Mexican young 
V. omen in front of a stately mausoleum on their knees, 
praying aloud to their departed kindred. They did not 
look to the right or the left and their devotion was 
something remarkable. I thought to myself it may be 
an illusion, but one that brings consolation to the weary 
soul is worth having! 

I mention the above few incidents to demonstrate 
the state of affairs in that part of the world — deference 
was accorded to me when I had officiated only a few 
times, the real article would have surely received the 
homage due to a spiritual guide of the community. 

I take the stand that the time is now ripe to organize 
a Jewish congregation in Mexico City and have a pro- 
fessional Rabbi at the head of it ; it only lacl:3 an influ- 
ential leader to conciliate the diverse factions. It is to 
be regretted that we do not possess the missionary 
spirit of our Christian nei!:rhbors, at least amon<^ our 
people. Such a personage as Jacob II. Schiff, the 
Strauses, or others of that caliber could easily consum- 
mate the forming of a congregation among the Jews 
there. 

With this I do not mean to say that they should do 

personal missionary work, neither do the Christian 

nabobs, as a rule, exert themselves individually in this 

direction, but they make their money and influence felt, 

'trough others, in the remotest comers of the ^lobe 
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•'fci> spread the t?«sjH*l/* We have nur jLCo»pel first 
handiMi pure and imdefiUul, and it ia vi?orth while 
Hpreading. 

To be cofn'inoed that e.noiiijh of our co-reli^'innists re- 
side in the City of Mexico tn fiupport aeon^re^^ation 
one has utdy to take a stroll on Cnllo San Francisco, 
the principal retail busineRa Htreet in tbe republic, he 
wiU come across many starea owned by Jews, At out 
of the cr^rne^R whi-re the nf*^n*^ nf the street m ehan^'ed 
tn 'Tlatero?^** is the '*Tja Esmeralda*' .jewelry store, 
the lar^CHt of its kind in the country, and second only 
to Tiffany '« od the American continent. It is one of 
the Rbow places in Mexico, owin^ to \in heaotifnl exte- 
rior, and elc^^ant interior apv ointments. It v^rs cfttab- 
liBhed in 1864 by Hauser, Zivy & Co., who have recently 
retired to l^iris. where they also have an establishment 
ol the same .sort, and left the management of their 
Mexican bran eh to their nephews, Messrs. Bloch and 
lllman. 

One hloek hi*:*her up. on the same street, is the whole- 
?iale and retail crockery eslalillshment of Loeb Her- 
manos (Brotiiers), also eonsidt^ren the most important 
in the conntry. The hrotbr^rs Luid), it is stated, are 
conRitis nl' tbi^ widely kiunvt! Str?nii«5 Hmthers. Oscar. 
Iflidor sum] XaMifiTu of New York. 

There are very few travelers in Mt^xico who do not 
pay a vinit to the Vi^a canal. This h n narrow channel 
of muddy \vatt*r nsed by trnek larnuTH to onvey their 
wares to the city. In the itinerary of si ^^ht seeing is 
incliid<'rl u scow rideupthivt canal where several stops 
are made to vi,sit the utOMnt native villa^ri^n on the oppo-j 
aite shore. Ihirin^ the trip tb^^ stranu^er toitiees a maijj 
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ive i>Umv InnUlinir, several blocks frontage, wliich ht^ 
puts dawn as sdhic *^ovenniu*nt histitiition, awin*^ to its 
imnH^iisity. But an rviiQuitv^ tlu* tnitrauue lii^ buliolils 
tht* abovt> siirn ^'StrauHH, Kuhn & Co,, — be is tben vn- 
iVirnied thai it i>4 <hc* hiri:i*Ht di^tjllrry in Ww n*publJc, 
owned by Ooniian Jt?ws. 

Anionir tbe private hankiiip: honsics the most inijjort- 
(int tire tbo«e nf the Rebt^rers, father and san, tlie fattier 
Ijein^r alno eoiniye1'*.T funeral of Persia to the re public of 
Mexico, In tlie v hijlesnle an i eiHmni^si*ni distriets the* 
names Dre^^ns, Blneli. etc*. aboniid^Avhat is hiekiii^ 
yet iR the ji»'vish jirnbdariat, as nntk*r the presi'id een- 
noniin conditions nn ski lied workers en n not coni|iete 
with Mexican peinis. whose wasres are very low, and 
nearly all the Jews there have their sbingb^s ont. 

It is to the credit of the Je:v-s tlTere that, filthonidi 
not ori^^anized, they eontribi-te Hbendly wlienever the 
*'hat is pft^spfl around/' trv relieve a case of distre^ss. 
Several instances en me to my nntiee ami I will here 
state one na an example: An opera eompnnv. nlaviim 
an enjfHgement in one of the loeal th enters, tailed in 
bu sill ess. A nj an ^f the stranded eharisters were same 
Americans, amoiijr them 1hr<»e ifews, tv o bebinfrini; in 
Los An^reles. The KnLrlish newspa[>ers issued a eall for 
subscrijitions to send the unfortunates home, hut as 
this is a shiw pror-rss. several Je'vish ladit^s made tlu^ 
roinids amoOL' tlu^ weidiby -lewish merelnnits. and in 
a few hours enoujrh was raised ta rtdiini them Itv their 
respeelivi" hoirie*s. [jravidfd wifli all eonvt^nienees. 
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CHAinTEk VI, 

HOW I BECAME A MEMBEK OF THE YOUHG MEN^S 
CHRISTIAN ASSOCIATION, 



In tlie bt^^MiniiriK of this narrative. 1 related how, 
Avht*n arriviupr in Mexieo City on Au^nist 15th, 1905, I 
took temporary Intb^inLr in ft place calh*f^ ''AnnTicaii 
Tf auH<*." Om looking' aroinirl fur man* aui table quartt^ra 
I lAHH FL-ierred tu the Voiin.t^ ^Teu's rhri>stian Associa- 
tiiin. who sevenil yuaivs proviuiis established a branch 
in that city. Thert* was notliinrr available in the Enfj- 
lisb brane!\ and was referreiK by the affable Mi^eretary, 
IMr. Pabcoelc, to Secretary Williams, of tbt» Jtexican 
hraiieb. v. hi eh was recently or^'aniKod. There I found 
soijiet' in^r that suite:! nit\ nr. ratht^r, my resnnrees. 
After I paid a month *s nrvt in advance the secretary 
iriforr'ed me that only nu^iibers of the Association 
</njoy t^e i>rivile'^e of habitation there* 80 I pot up an 
^xfra $5 for initiation and $2 for a month's dues and 
br^camc p m lumber of the Mexican bnineb of the Yonng 
Men s (/hristinn A}4Sociation, althouErh I am neither a 
Mexiean nor a rhrjstiaiu and do not possess the third 
(|nalifleation. 

When r filled ont the application blank for member- 
Kin}}, the point where it specifies ^^nOiLn^ttr' made me 
hf^sitate. The secretary bavinL' notie-^t that wanted to 
knoiv the reason, aTul I thtMt <^wned np that T belonjr 
to I he Je^"ish faith and wmh in donht whether I a in eli- 
gible for membership in a rbrii^tJRn siMMety. ITe smiled 
benr^rnantly aud vorebsafe<l the in format ioii that aU 
thotiL'h the ortranv/ers of the institnti^nj nn' Protestant 
denominations of the Fnited States, the mem])ers of the 
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Mr^Kif'nn bnineli mtp iienrly all Cnt holies, iinmiiially, at 
least, and it ia entirely unmeet ari an, having alsn Hiniu} 
Jf-Tfi aa members in both branches. 

Til flu* (Tudit of tbeso a^isociatiiins I must Rtate that 
ihvy an* enimt^tMl in a nohle t;jsk, nitin^ so than in tTi«^ 
ninth er <Mnniiry. n.s nowlien* Ik m kind wnrd and frit-ndly 
advice no appreciated as wlien one Is a Htrnnger in a 
Hlran^e land, TUrih hrnm^ht^n hav^ lihrnne^ iind readin*; 
rooms at thp disposal nt tfu* |iiibrK' in iren'^ral, and 
every visitor Ih ftceorded a he^irtv I'^dcomo from thf* 
respectJV(> secret a ri eg. v ho re*?i(Jp nn the premiflea with 
their families. 

The Mexican branchy althnnrch yoimsrer in yearn, or 
rather days, as it was not a year old when 1 join<»d ft, 
]r far better and more enmfnrtahlv wituatKl thi^n the 
English. It \H loeatrd on T^lle Pntnni Xo, 1, in the 
heiirt of the fincRt r^mdential part of the cit\^ [iik«* 
all other hotter clasR rvf edi(i(*es in ^li^xi<»(> t>e \\om\*' of 
the asjioefation snrronnffs n putiup or eonrtvnrd nmlete 
with exotic and native plarda, with a nifuirtin^i fonntaiii 
In the center. 

Althonorh the braacheg in I^T^^\ir-rl, an in this country 
are of a semi-n^lfirionn nature, more latitude is allowed 
the memberK. as. for examphi^ j^inokinof is penaitted in 
all piu^U ^)f tln« hiiildin*r«: billiards an^l poof are plaved 
at HO nuieh i>er eoe. They alna hav«* what they ciiU 
thrir **Spa/' wh icfj in plain worJs i*4 a restaurant, 
wdii-n^ nwnU and refrrshnnMits a it funiinhed at moder- 
ate priers. 

On Riindays no ^anu'H are allnw^^d , insttMid, re^Iifjinus 
ijatherinffB are h<Wrh Tn thr EriLdisli braru-h is achktl 
rhid tin-y call a "Soi^uiJ Hoor;'' that is. a nnmht>r of 
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Ifiiliefs and gentlemen assemble for the purpose of ex- 
chan^inpr views on religious mattiTH. Each oue present 
IK ealled upon to relate his or her '^experience' ' ainee 
he or she became acciuaiuted with the *'Holy Ghoat." 
After taking turns in regaling the audience with some 
epie as to how he or siie became imbued with religious 
sentiments and how happy they were with the thought 
that at some future date they will eross the bridge of 
eternity in a hand basket, jruided by cfiestial satellites* 
eofTc'^ nmJ liT^t lun^h an> served by voluntary waiters 
—to remind tbem. I suppose, that they are yet on this 
8ide of the bridsre. As an epilogue the hat ia passed 
arniTud as the coin of the realm is iudispenaable even 
To a reli'^ious body. 

When T attended one of these convoeations the naual 
eall was made upon me for my say as a good ** Chris- 
tian. " T surprised them all by stating that the Holy 
(ihost I'ad never favored me with a visit; that I tr}*" to 

be fi^i ri^nod n Je'v as possible, which I considered suffi- 
elent even to eross the famous bridge; hut. T f^dded, as 
niy people hHve absolutely nothing of a religious 
ftfipect in that part of the world, T waa please! ta enjoy 
their bosnitality, ns the *'next best/* even if I do not 
asrree ^vith them on spiritual matters. My remarks 
must have been to the point, as at the conclusion they 
T?ere heartily applauded. 

After the meet in lt thr first one to greet me with a 
eordial bandsh^ike was Mrs. Babeock, the wife of the 
general secretary. She is a very pleasant woman and 
an active and popular fii^ure in the American colony. 
She expressed surprise at my statement that the Jews 
hml nn reli^nous nssneiation of some sort, as she personj 
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nlly knew many wenlth.v Jowish fflmilifs wk.. sli? 
thouj^ht. would do somt'thins for tlu.ir rc-li-iori 
In the Mexican braneli tho.v have hIso "^occasionally 

his e..m'L-.Nandwich-,.n,yi.r combination, but there ail 
fli^' l.at« are i.it 0,1 their pe^s. and nan. i.s passd 
arnimd to enas tho sh,-l<,.|s Inm. un.vi..|di„jr pockets, as. 
m...n.<t,n. to th. sccr...«ry. it is y.t in an experiment.! 
s a-4.. and he is Mraid Ihero w.,nid be a seurcitv of 
attnn nnce and an «lurn,lan..e nt j,rub if a olleJtioa 
'Vpre In ken up. 

Th. n„nnr;,ry I>...id,.n( .f the Mexi.in t;rand. i. 
Senor H:,mon (...rr.i. Vic.-presidont of the republic a. 1 

n "t? J r '"'^•''^^- ^ ^"""^ -'-'"•-^- '!*■ -v cun- 
I T. nu! 'n':'*"^''^" ^" «-"- - -.dicnce with 

that go„tlen,N„. This was very easy, as the hi.*-das. 

^■e«s Hiid „n (>,K' .,f t},e.e I sent „p mv eard m.d when 
n.V h.rn ean.e. I ,vas n.hered into his pn-senc. 

My reeeptjon was exceedinirlv cordial «„,] ,1 - 
-nven^ation I took oeea.bn to . ^^Id . r'"*:-"" 
questions: What is the prJicv .f ",' 

emlly as regards th,- J^w ? Should ever -„,v ..f ^K 
c.et,e. en,«,.d i„ arndiar„tin« . L .. i ""'; T 
Jews tnrn their attention to Afe^.V, ; "'" "*^ ^^■ 

i« H.ere f..r .,>|oni«.(ion ' To th, f^^U ' ':f""•^"•^<y 
pli.<l emphalieally that the w „'/'"" T' '''^ '" 

-;«^inthernitedstat.;;;;;:/;:;:^^^^^^^^^ 

"I 'r'M,s(.|..nee. f.rid Ihe Jews. „|' ennr«.. •■ ' 

favor Of Jewish .olonixati,., i.. Mev . ' .,.^: '«,»" 
•P"rt«,ent does nnt deal with ...... n..,,.: ..LVt " 
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f erred me to the Department of Fomonto, which signi- 
Hes, promoting and encouraging Yarioii^ enterprises. 
Then* I wfts informed by a lu^ad of n Hub-tiepartment^ a 
Vi*ry aceomniodatiiit^ ami umiahle young man, that the 
g^jvertjnjent is in posseHRian of lf\rge tracts of '*tdrrenoH 
UaldioB/^ whit*h means vacant lands, which any renpon- 
fiible eoq>oratinn or individual ean seen re Kome of, on 
eondilion tbf* jrrantee iias it surveyed, eultivated and 
tliiTi pay taxes on it. Of the Jews, he had a very 
favuniLl^ o^* in ion, although hh knowledge of t.hem„ ac- 
eording to his i^^itfitement, is limited to the Speyers, in 
whose ofli«e in New York he assisted in signing' the 
1 ot«ds of the hmt forty-m ill ion-dollar loan, and to the 
KHineralda Jeuehy store, where be bnyH his goods. 

Aithou<?h I fiave lived in the Y, M. C, A. building 
for threi^ nionthw, and minglefi frtM?ly with the resident 
and outside meinbei^, I have never had any difi* 
utiurtesy shown tn rne despite the fact that my religious 
pfHIiat'fUt wan well known i on the c«jntrary, I was treated 
wit h d e f e i*en e e and renpeet n ^ on 1>" eh i v al rou ^ deseen d- 
*ints of the aid Dons know liow* 

As there is seldom a rule without an exception, I 
^viU relate herewith an ineidrnt which smicks ^^omewhat 
ijf reliiriouH prejiidiee: It is eviatomary for the asst^eia- 
tion, assisteii by the buliMj* of the Ameri^^an eolony, to 
nrraii^e a wort of baufjuet for Thankst^ivint? Day for 
the henetit of the Anieriean niemh(»rH of both brariehes 
who have n*» horrie.s of their own* The c.nnutnttee on 
invitations was (;ompoaed on thi8 oecaHton of twr> ret^^ntly 
arrived Anierienas. Messrs. Coitherid and TumiT, Th^' 
"former was the jibynifial cidturi" [trofiTHsor in the Mox- 
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When tht' holitlay drew near and no invitation reached 
me, although the few other Ameriean memberg of the 
Mexieaii braneli had n^ceived theirs, I felt g:reatly dis- 
appointed—this bein^f one of the few events all t^reeds 
join in t*^lebnitin^, and thinking it^ perhaps, an over- 
Slight, I appniflched the above-mentioned two expaunder« 
of **bnmiurly lovL*" from a Christian wtandpoint anil 
offered payment in advance for the privilege, bnt thi'y 
kupt nileiit, I then Riimiised the reason! 

On Thanloif^iviiiK Day in the inornirr^ while at the 
office of L. R, Speyer & Co., private bankiiiiz house* I 
was introdiieed by Mr. Speyer, whose aetjuaintance I 
had formed at the Yom Kippur services, to his brotber- 
in-law, Mr, Murray, as *'Dr/'* Harris, o title that 
seemed to stick to me since I officiated on Yom Kippur 
and I eoidd not wash it off. Mr. Murray then expressed 
his chajtrin that he had not known me before ; otherwise 
lie won Id have seen to it that I occupy a place of honor 
among the elerg^'men of other denomhiatioiis at th'^ T. 
M. C. A. banquet that night 1 then learned that this Mr. 
Murray was the Executive Pres^ident of the Mexiciin 
branch, Y. M. 0. A. I then related ray experience in 
that banquet affair whieh caused Mr. ftpeyer to exclaim 
that it was a dear case of anti-8emitTsm and threatened 
to withdraw )iis $50 a year aubRcriptiorL Mr. Murray 
resent* ^d the impntntinn, bein^^ thut he himself was mar* 
ried to a Jewish M'oman, and ihuiijfht it was an inad- 
vertence, and rushed off on an invej*tii;ration tour. 

On the afternoon of the Kame dny T was alone in fay 
room. musiuL? i^n the eapriers of l*ite in easting my b>t 
where 1 am considered nn n fifth wheel to a wa^on, 
when a nit*ssen<fer b(^y entererl and liond**d nio that 
JVC ted invitation, but on exnmininn it 1 found that it 
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w»s nii*rt*Iy ;!(hliiit: insult U\ injury— in^t'ati of sond- 
iii^ Ttii' Hii inuTu^fJiHtP invitatioii* it) ^onw thnt iiiiibt, it 
wafi n «ieroot,vppd affair, askin^i nw for m\ anttwpf bjr 
m,^>U whpther a * 'plate" slimilt! 1>p rt*wrvod for ine, 
whi^^h ^VdiiJd u(>iM'WHarily ni**aii a day or 8n latrrl 1 tb<^n 
fIrnjiptMi th*^ Ruhject. am] at tho i»nd nf that month I 
movrd to a privatt* rpsideno** in the Amrrit'an (*olony. 

Hrvi'nd raontlis later I liapp(*nt»ff to mt^t^t Mr. Murray 
and jri f*rmrst> of coiivprsatiou rt*f efn*d to tht* bjui<]net 
incident and xras informed that the reiiaon I did not 
tret any invitfition is beo^i^se^tho Tnanag^^rR thoiHjht T 
was joliintf when ri?ppatedly nsked for an invitation 
«iid offered to pay for it! 

I have not been able to detr^nriino, botwopn these 
tM'o nioiK Messrs. Coxhead and TnrTier. who it was? that 
iiritrJnHted the idea to make this celebration n strictly 
* 'Christian'' afTair — whether it was Mr Tnrn^r who 
turned the head of Mr. Coxhead. or Mr, Cox head whr> 
pvi Tt in*o the ln'iid of Mr. Turner to play me that turn, 
lu't I arn iru'lirnd tn t^ie former tbeory, as I have lived 
imder tbv same roof *»*i*:^ Mr. Coxhead, and we havi- 
Tihvay?^ been on the most friencUy terms. 

Besides thiK little ineident — an T have 8tat 'tl h'^*^ore 
— -iiothinj^ hnppened to ninr the pleasant rflat*on^ l>e- 
tween nie nnd the other members. 

At tlo' derMoflMon of thp rnmntt ivhte'i ot'eorT*ed i^diile 
I was re,sk!irHi therf>. the vi<*e*nri»f^ldent. Jud^p Leon 
AIvareK, whtt aeted hb Master t\f reremonii^s, wif^ihJTijr 
to demonstrate the co8mo^n>Mt)in eloino^ter nf the 
Assm-iatinn. referred to ihc fjiet thfit it bnd 1wj> 
'*Jlldios'* (Jewjii) amoOi; itn iDi^ndn-rs (iMax Lnelj nr 
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Takinir in coriKidf^ration all what T Jmvr written mi 

thiR siil»ieet, it wauUl ^;r(^ni ibnt thnn^ is Hrtlf* ar nti 
n^liui^His projiidict' in mmloru Mf^xicn; thiMn^for*^ tilt* 
Nnart-ity of ^Mir ppnTpU* Iherp muHt ho as^^ribcH to some 
otlun* eauHi*, 1 have pn-vimiNly Htatt'd my opini<Ki tliat 
RS tin* fiay nf iniskillnd Inbor in Mexico o m very low the 
Ji'V, inli workiTiu^nien woitlil tUii ho riMe to Cf>inpt4e wiifa 
tin' Mpxieon. Tiut this in itself in an anomaly i Mex- 
ico Ijinri^ n {-omntuntioii r>f thin country, with it^ laws 
biiKVil on thoHt* of fvurs. why then shnr'!'1 iint the sami* 
eeonomic m^nditionfl prev.^il? How m i^ that the fltim** 
Mf^xicnn Inhorer r hen he crosses th*^ intt*rM:itHHinl Hnp 
eonnnnndK innrh higher wairen? VarioUM thi*oru*H are 
luJvaiK^ed for ihiH wtate of al^aii-s, Avhkh arti not within 
my provintte to iliaeiiHS. but wlmt is of interest io iHir 
>tnlij(u*t is this: Maybe one nf the reasons for thr* d*.*- 
plorahle stnte r»f the lower rvlaHMt^n in the hiek of tbf^ 
Jewish inidtUeinan, smnU tfider Tn*moffletiii**M* -♦^^ . lis 
it in known that wherever onr people have K(*tlled iu 
hirsre nnniber** they have ereateti new im1ns;tries. smrH 
HN tlie niannfaetiirt* of medium and e^'e^in frrades 0! 
wearing apparel, fiirnitnre, ete. This nut alone ^ives 
employment to mnltitndes of people, bnt it affords the 
proletariat of .small means the opportunity to provide 
himself with eonunoditieH at a low fignre. HOTtiethinff 
batlly needed in a hmrl where so many of its iiihnb- 
i1ant8 are dad in tatters and walk ji round barefon^.t?«i 
in the most se>pre weather. 

Watle on the siiljjeet of the lower classes in Mt^xicfl ( 
— n o wh e re h n v e I e n c u n ter e d t f > e t%v o (* x t r < ' m eR in j n x^ j 
t a position as in that country. 

Bt*side the must novel and reeent prodnet of mod- 
rn weience, may ho s<*en in use the erude«t. rudest im*J 
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tilpiiient-R of antiqiiity. Tyjx^a of four ef?iituries can be 
Hven ill a fiiii|jli^ group iu any of the plazas, Umler the 
fitaest palact^s* whose eeilin^s were frescoed by Italian 
artiHtsH whosK* walis an* co%'ert?d with rarest painting, 
nut I sht*ltt*r libraries Hi4**eU*d with the choicest taste, 
timy be found a cantina (8omethiii«: like a **baiTel- 
h<jnHe'' here, bnt infinitely worse), where the vile iiatiye 
drink, called **ptili]ne/' in dispensinK and the peon 
fitopy to eat hi8 *' tortilla." Women and men are seen 
carry in -r on their beac^s or- shoulders enormous burdens 
tbroiiixh streets liL'-hted by eJeetrieity and stop lo ask 
Ihroirjjb a t^dephone where their load shall be delivered. 

While th<^ (ioverjutient supports schools where all 
the UiodiTu laa^^oajtres and sciences are tau^ht^ and has 
n cojiifjulsory ednciJtion law* upon the statute books, 
there nn- men with little tables or desks, in public 
plae^^s, eonduetin^ the correspondence for those whose 
literary attainments are unequal to the tasks. 

Tu 1K* t»ld Inquisition Building where Jew^s and her* 
eties were racked and roasted as late as in the begin- 
uintr of hist oentory. ^H ji "in^^e^^l college, sustained by 
tile (t^ivernnicnt for the trep cde"-'^^"n of ell «itTidents 
whose attainments reach the standard of matrieulatiou ; 
and hom^ are now sawn asunder in the name of science 
instead of re.lifrion. 



Chaptkr vir. 

MODEKN MEXICO AND JEWISH COI^ONTZATTON. 



From what I have learnnd Ao far about ilexico and 
its pt^oph\ I earne to tfie eon elusion that Spanjah| 
Am<-*rica offers the best solution of the perennial J| 
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isli qiiiMtitin, and lln^ luTiijpr 1 r*^iimiin-il t!iere thi* 
stmriLnT t^is ;»piintni jeivw tijiini me. In this theory 
RCtnii^d tf> liavv^ sIiariHl^ the Inli* lamented Baron de 
riirsi'ii who. aft or in%u:sti«:atiti^' t'onditiims in various 
paH^ of thi^ world* dreided on Ar^'i^iitimi as the most 
suitable place for eoloni?,atioii, and the state of aflfairs 
JR alnuifit idejitieal in tiie entire ntreteh of t^ountry from 
the Rio Oraiide to Tierra del Fae^^>. 

While 1 have always been a Ziani.st, and stiU adhere 
to it relr<zious1y and sentiraentslly, fcrrt^ntly hoping 
and prayiivi for the nltfmate restoration of part of the 
Jewiwh people to the land of their father;^, still, for 
immediate practical result^?, somewhere else mnst hit 
looked to in the present dire need of our people. 

That the Ban>n did not err in his jodsfmont is proven 
by the many prtmperous colonies in Argentina at pres- 
ent, and, inei dentally, a eontinual irrowth of the Jew- 
ish population there in *TfiTipr«l^ Qf enurse, there had 
heen. and are yet, nialeonti^its, hut this »s general ly the* 
ease in enterprises of siieh magnitude. 

While there is a similitnde in poprljttinn and eco- 
nomie conditions in all the landi=i formerly oeenpied by 
the Spaniards, a vast diversity of climate exists, accord- 
ioL^ to the* altitude and the deL'ree of latitude, aud in- 
teirliuir settlers may luive their e]nne(\ This is to 
refute the ar^imient that Jews from Eastern Eurcjpe, 
on aeeount ijf tluvir inurement to a eold el i mate, would 
not t^irive in tnujieal or stem i -tropical reiiion^i. 

The fact that eTiiiu-rant Jevs are to Ite fonnd in cver\' 

hn hi talkie part of the universe, woald tend 1o prove 

that they are not cowards on fbe suljji'ct of climate, 

and will ^^o anywhere where Ciod s air nuiy be Irreathed 

'^ and nnmolested. 
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My individual opinion m — ^beingr that the former 
home of onv people was a semi-tropical country, anti m 
\fii\cf as we Cininot procure our Tonne r po.sMea?;ion the 
way v:e would want to. nnrl as mappeti out hy th<* Zion- 
ists (for the time }l^^!l^^ at least) etforts slioid I be 
niade to aeeure an auaJut'ons territf>ry; where perennial 
summer is the rule; where the earth yieldn a variety 
of crops all through the year, and the poor, dejected 
immigrant is not frozen in eight months in the year. 

Adding to the above— there are no exelusion taws in 
any part of Latin-America; no emigrant educational 
test, or any other restrictive measnrei?. Everybody is 
^weleome, the Monerolian and Caucasian, Jew and Oen- 
tile, Catholie and Protestant— as they say there, **nece8- 
si tamos brazos," and a pair of stron«r arms is the only 
passport. 

It is not krenerally known that the bonds of mosit of 
the Rn8ni**h-j^merienn republics are floated by Jewish 
finanei^^rs. anrl had these latter the cauae of their peo- 
T>le nt heart tlie snme as the late Baron de Tlirftch, the 
Jei^isb r] nest ion world bnve been settled aloiisi these 
lines. 

The eliniate of the City of Mexico and the siirrountl* 
iiit? hi cli lands i^ strikingly like that of Southf>rn Cal* 
ifornia; exeept tfiat the seasons are revnrsed : no rain 
of any eoriseqnenee falHntr there in the ^vinter time, 
and visitors, lif^sirh'w eseapin;x the* riirors of h northern 
climate, have also the aiTvantnirf^ of a dry, f^xbilarat- 
iTi^ atmosphere. Addinir to this the enehnntment one 
experiences in a Rtranjze eon n try aot! amoni; a straiMie 
people. malf**s it a cdrnbination that einincntlv rewards 
those who eoubl affi»n] the luxury of trav<^l. 
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Arcbiteetiimlly, th»^ paliiet*s nf tlit* rieh compftt^ 
fiivcinihly wit)i Ih** i\tu^M residences here, especially 
those fif recent date. like tlie Anieriran olnny und 
otiier forci'^'n Ht"tt!ements. The *' Paser> dc la Refoniia," 
a bi^oad avenue leading to Chapidtepec, " the PreRi- 
dent^s residence, is one of the wondem of the world. 

Concerning the popnlation : While the lower classes 
are somirvhat of an inferior rjrade than ours, owinjj* 
in part, to the fact that many of the inhabitante 
are either InU-hlonded Indians or half-breeds, but sts 
lon^ as we have our own besotted denizens, who seem 
to have nwtbintr else to do but to han(^ around low class 
groi^ shops, we must HWeep before our own door first, 
before we criticise others. On the other hand the 
hi^rher classes are more approachable than ours iu the 
same social standing, and their politeness is proverbial. 
When anyone's visit is solicited, he is presented with 
a hoiise: they sf*y ''Svt cfisa" (his house). At a frath- 
ering once I was presented in this mann*?r with 13 
houses, and I seriously contemplated start hi f^ a real 
estate business, but the companies would not guarantee 
the titles, as the same '*casas" were re-doiiated to oth- 
ers as they came along. 

Another pleasant feature in Mexican life is the 
music played at frcrjuent intervals in the eitv parks bv 
select bands. The larirest pleasure ground in Meztien 
City is the ** Alameda/* in the heart of the business 
district, where aside of the military and police bands 
playing there alternately, a striuL^ band dispenses sweet 
strains of Mexican and foreiini music, nightly and Siio- 
day morniny:, in an open air restaurant, situated in the 
niddle of the park. 
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Tht*rt* are also free street exhibitions of moving pic- 
luri!R. inauprurated by rivnl eitrarelte eompanies, m that 
diversions nvt' nut laekiii^ whether nru* h;js tlu* |H'if*L* 
or not. 

Thf*y httv(^ alsii lui p\**(^nr»!it poli^v* syj^tPTi). A police* 
man is stationed at every street inter.s*^ction. and the 
belated pedestrian is not in danj?er of beinjj pounced 
upon by some *'hold up" and robbed of the few im^- 
lers he has left in his pockets, and presented with a 
pair of black eyes in the bargain. 



Chapter VIII. 

CUERNAVACA AND GUADALAJARA. 



The City of Mexico, despite its situation within the 
tropics, owin^ to the altitude, 7350 feet above the level 
of the sea, the climate in midwinter is rather inclement. 
During the summer, the daily showers cause the tem- 
perature to be mild and equable, but the dry, chilly 
atmosphere of the \vint?r season induces somewhat of 
an exodus to more favored climes. 

The nearest point of a more tropical character' is the 
City of Cuernavaca, capital of the State of Morelos, 
about 5000 feet above sea level, on the line of the Mex- 
ican Central Railroad. 

The trip is made in the daytime and lasts about four 
hours. During the traversing, the highest point on the 
road is reached (9895 feet,) when one imagines himself 
transported voluntarily to Siberia. The descent is then 
made gradually until one finds himself in perennial 
summerland. 
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My taking that trip had a double purpose; besides 
the one stated above, I also wanted to ascertain whether 
there are any co-religionists in that part of Mexico. 

On my arrival there, about the middle of December, 
I was transfixed with the transcendent grandeur of 
scenery, serenety of climate and profusion of tropical 
foliage. If Father Adam ever pitched his tent in the 
** Garden of tdeu,'' it must have been a territory re- 
sembling this ore, and the fruit he ate like those luscious 
bananas hanging down in the orchard in front of the 
Chinese restaurant on the crest of a hill near the depot. 

There is only one car line, drawn by mules, which 
runs on arrival and departure of trains and brings the 
traveler to the heart of the city, which, as usual in 
Mexico, centers around a plaza, with a band stand in 
the middle; there all the principal hotels, government 
houses, business and market places, etc., are located. 
This line zig-zags past many barrancas and waterfalls, 
for which this historic city is famous, and halts in the 
neighborhood of the principal hotels, kept by Ameri- 
cans, and for comfort and appointments compare favor- 
ably with those of the capital. 

The rural scenery is enchanting in the extreme; 
notably **E1 Salto de San Antonio" (The Falls of St. 
Anthony), three miles to the west of the city. To 
reach it along a little trail through the Indian village 
of St. Anthony, is just a pleasant walk. I 

Among the many historical points connected with 
this city are the City Ilall, once the palace of Cortez, 
and the Borda Garden, one of the most exquisite 
botanical aggregations in the world, owned by a French i 
family. Plere Maximilian and Carlotta had their coub- ] 

' home. A hacienda is pointed out to the visitor, 
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onw ownfHJ by Cort<5z and still in pi^t»HS8ioD of hh 
tlc*seendants. 

T lf>f>ke<i affunjil finjonK flit* sIs^riH on th<^ biminess 
liiins*s* to si'i^ if iWvo iivv irun Yidili^h riiiru^'s, but in 
vain. 1 tliiL'ij Moutrht information on this subject from 
the owTier of the hotel where I lodged, with the same 
result; he did not know any, althoii«2:h, as he stated: 
th<*re miirht 1 e some of whom he is not aware. 

Apropos of Ame"iean hotel-keepers in foreij^n conn- 
trie'^— ^Ivy i^re the most eonrtwus and eonjrenial of 
their ilk. None of the stoical, indifferent sort one meets 
sa oft<'n at h(mie. 1 had not a stich of baggage wnth 
me, as I intei:d(>d to stay only a day or two, still I was 
welcom" to the fat of the land. I asked him why he 
does not enforce the American rule, **no baggage, no 
accommodation/' to which he replied that his patrons 
are mostly American tourists, who are well supplied 
with funds, ?uid are not in the habit of eheatin<? hotel- 
keepers out of their bills; but, he added, if "it shauld 
happen thrit oT^e of his countrymen is stranded, he is 
e» tirely wo: come to whatever he could offer him, as, 
the way he expresse'J. it, ''he has been there himself.!' 
I thought to myself, of such is the kingdom of heaven 
on earth, and the world is so much to the advantage 
hy the existence of this class of humanitarians. 

On settling my ])i]l before leaving I discovered that 
I gained a peso hy divulging my nationality, as he in- 
sisterl on reducing a dollar from the regular rate, say- 
ing that he always had a warm spot in his heart for 
the p(M)nle of my race, who furnished religion and a 
code of ethics to most of the civilized nations of the 

\vorld. 

On my n»turn to th«' City of Mi^xico. T m''n]e prepara- 
liiijiH fs^r ii trip tn irii:i(i;(hjJMni, (htl>bed, •'Tin- Ww' 
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e>t the West," the seonud lartrest city in the Rppulilic, 
and the first from tlu^ point uf beauty and climate, aiul 
where, according to infiiniiation, a few Jewish families 
reside. 

The train far that ('Jty leav(*H at six oVloek in tlie 
evening aiul arrives there tln^ folio wirier day nbout noon. 
T started on ih^^t journey on the lirst day of January. 

The i\Iexicaii Central E. R. operates a hraneh line to 
OiiadTlaiHra, In the early morning' n several hours 
halt is made at Inipnato, the junction [:oint of the ntnin 
line, to mnke eonneetions. This may well be duhheil 
*' Strawberry fetation," an venders of that fmit are -sent- 
tered all around the depot, as far as the eye can reach 
The prices, of course fliictuatt*, like stocks in Wall street 
on a black Friday. When the train arrives, they are as 
high as a spite fence; they gradually decline as t'he hour 
of departure approaches ; when the shrill voice of the 
conductor rinirs out *' Vamos." you can get them at your 
own price ! 

When the journey is resumed, it seems as if the open- 
air fltrawberry market was transferred to t*he train, b3 
the luscious fmit occupies a place of honor everywhere, 
and until another transfer is made — from basket to 
consumer— sleep seenis to be out of the question. 

When finally the i>jissen^ers, after comparinn not^es as 
to the size of th(^ icichs and amount of snow they left 
behind them in their n^speetive homes, are dozing hgnl^. 
it is only to dream of the semi-tropical beauties in store 
for t'hem at ilawn of day. 

In this they are not tlisappointe<l, as the route now 
^ratlually descend?* frt>m the hi^'hlands, the climate b*'- 
Comes even and mild; the train ^litles alorjtj through 

dlessa fields of corn and wheat, until the charming city 
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of Guadalajara, called '*La Perla del Occidente" (the 
Pearl of the West) , is reached. 

If Cuernavaca is the ''Garden of Eden," Guadalajara 
is the seventh heaven. During my 15 days' stay in this 
brightest of all Mexican cities, there was not a speck in 
the sky, not a stir in the air ; bright, sunny and pleaisantly 
warm during the day, refreshingly cool at night. 

The Plaza, in the center of the city is the mast superb 
sight I ever beheld. It is surrounded by massive govern- 
ment buildings, stit^ly churches, imposing commercial 
houses, elegantly appointed restaurants, etc. In the 
middle of the hollow square there is a profusion of semi- 
tropical plants and citrus trees, bearing their golden 
fruit perennially, among which is embowered the Moorish 
pavilion, where a military band dispenses sweet strains 
of music every night in the year. 

The city itself being 5,000 feet above sea level, is not 
considered fully tropical, although I have seen some 
tropical fruits, such as bananas, grow there to perfection, 
but six miles away, reached by street car, is a Barranca 
(canyon), 2.000 feet above sea level, where every variety 
of tropical fruit gr-^ws, ps well as every vegetable pe- 
culiar to the Temperate Zone; therefore the goo'l things 
of two zones are on the tables of Guadalajara's citizens, 
fresh every day. 

Living expenses in Guadalajara is considerably less 
than in the City of Mexico. At the Inst st^^tion of every 
largo city in Mexico, Hotel Runners board the train and 
hand passengers cards of their respective hotels. Among 
those I received was one from the Hotel du France, stat- 
ing that board and lodging may be had there from $1.50 
a day up. This looked good to me, and thither I went. 
On arrival I found the hostelry to bo one of the best in 
the city; the proprietor, a Frenchman, who spoke on' 
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French and Spanish, a mm\ p]mmnt find nt*mmn\m 
^erjtl(*man. As I juldreKsod him in Fn*iK*li, 
waii talum hy him for nn Anieriaan of F 
de«cont, tli^ host the hoitsp affords wm Ht 
disjx*HJilp imd all for 75 eentn AnitTeian mouey R 
Th(* im^dK tlit^n* art* inktm on tlir ver;iijdn» encirdir 
ontin^ patio, iji r^mforniify v/iMi llMM^iiririU'. I'MinndiJ 
thiit tiniL* which h thi* drj' seiison, 

I f^*ni*Miied thf?re only one tlfiy, as 1 h*i(! decidt^d I 
sturtirvr uri Ihnt jtnirTii'y to stop ni tlii.' Rjiniitijr 
(iurtdaln,j?ira, Vthidi is (Ji>tTjd^d Ivy the Sr*vei]th T>hj 
ventista on the hot-:^! plnn. Tht* lowmt rate Ihor^^ i 
pfT %vt*rk Mcxirfin (^{) Anwrwdn) for hoard nnd hx 
nrid is easily Worth thrw: tirrjrs fis imu^h. The hiii- 
a mas^ivi^ stono stnuUure. o(*ciipies a wholes »(jnan 
in flilijntpd in th*^ midst of an orange strove. The 1 
are Itir^e. olegaritlv fnrnish^^] t«rul provided witi 
places, sonu'thmir nnnsiifd Iti Jf(*?:ir'ari hotrds- Tlic^ 
are exetdh'id, mid althnn^di nn^at. esppejsdly punit 
furnishfd to thf:* ^roests, nnnr of the hunl stiifTH forb 
by thf ttiws of Moses nre iii n^e. In fin^t, ?i Jevvinh f 
per^^adi*** thi* entire Mrranurenients, pspefially on Satt 
it seemed home-like to ith*. as extra reli^^irmg service 
held ip the parlor in Imnor of the Rahhallu nad 00 
nf Miiy ssort is ]>erformed. 

As th<i iiwtitntion is of a sioni-relijrions n.^tnre i1 
WJthont 8Hyinj^ Hmt thfwe in ehar^'e eM-rl nnrnseli 
the utnicst to rnnke every ImhIv IVt^I ,-(1 hi>me. The f? 
^oTiendly from Tjiele Sinn\s doa>inn. i>r*eTaae imhnet] 
the same inlhienee htkI form out' fan nly irronp. ]S\} 
temporaries were no exeepiioo ioal wt^ nil formed 
oiie 'Mmiadi/^ visiting rdl |il?ieeM of ititvre^t, i^t'^> 
veo fittmed a Httlc eluh, with a meeting placid 
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nil expansive orange trc^e — I w»s the preside iit and a 
yoiuifT lady from Michigan, *iecretary* 

Anions thi^ places we visited whs \h\* RtaU* Peniton- 
tiiJO% *i" imiu^ens^^ building octnipying several bloukii, and 
looks more like a college. There is no red tape coimL^cti^!il 
with the atlnUHsion ; an apt)iit*atioit \h mnih* to the **Ai' 
eaide" and he graciously hski^os a ^'iiide and teils the 
visiitDfs that tlu* whole thin^ hOon^a to theiii< 

We foiinci everythin*? in perfect order; the prisoners 
at work fit vHriiJui* oecnniitionsH and seemed to he hu* 
inanely treated. As viHitois pass thn^uifh they stanr! 
nttt*ntion, in a rc^peetfni attitnde. ami tip their eaps. 

On inftniriniL' wh(*lher any foreigners are etintined 
there we wi^r^ taken to a wartl where priBoiiers are hehj 
for trial and a party pointed out to ns. I was horrifieil 
to see a man with ^tmngly marked Jewish featureti, I 
addressed him iti (h^nnan and learned that he hnd fictet] 
iig agent for an American firm and '* forgot'' to tiirn in 
some of his t^illeettons. He seemed to he satisfied with 
liis lot. 

So far thifl was the oaly Jew T had a conversation 
with. I have notir-'d in tlie hnsinenfi district, two 
braneh lujimes of City of Mexico firruH; i^rie o^' the T^a 
EBmeralda Jewelry fltoTOi with a sign above the door, 
<:}ustav HloiOi ^ Co./' and the cvther of Ro'^ienhlum 
fSrotherK^ New York Shoe Store. Whethi*r any of the 
p?H>prietorM live there T was not nhh* to ascertain, 

I notieed *! xi^^n on a second story window, '*Madnm 
Karpele;^, Mndas** faulllnery). prr»Huniahly a Jewinh 
lady. 

Near i\v^ dt-fiot a :\Tr Z, Krnrner i-onrhiets a money 
<*xchan|ie huMiuens juid alst> selln i»iirars j4im1 eunos, I 
<*xehari*red some nhtfu*y n^itli Irim. and tried to dra\j 
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him out in eonversatiou, hut he seemed to be too 
and I left him to his reveries. 

There 38 also an American Club in Gtindalaja 
not on as an elaborate Kcale as iu Mexico City. 
trndnction is required to visit the ehib rooiiis. 
first visit there I was fp*eeted affably by the sei 
and handed a two weeks' visiting card, which m 
ile^e accorded to all American travelers. 



Chapter IX. 

TRIP TO VERA CR^TZ. 



On my return to the City of Mexico, there v 
more trip T desired to make^to the Tierra C 
(ITot Country), those parts of the Repiiblie situ 
sea level. I waa iiifanned that the most irite 
journey is the one to Vera Cruz, and on w 
deeided. 

At that time— the latter part of January^ — t] 
is filled with strangers, aa the tourist fpeason if 
lu^itrht, Htitel prices nnd eomniodities are ini1at< 
it is almost «s cheap tn travel as to stay at home: 
fore, after pasKine: one nis^dit at an overcrowded 
J left in the mominpr on an expiirsiou to Vera Ci 
Inst and most interestiosr of my sid*^ trips. 

The rojid (2(^0 miles) is a mjister i'lsnl <Tf en gin 
and has l>et*n described iwrrt^ than anything 
Mexico, It IS tni versed nearly all in the thiv tin 
with the srijrantie. snow-|>eakcd mnnutain Oriml 
tirnioiisly iu sisht. it ftirms n scene never 1f^ be 
Thorc are hor«eshoe e^irvas which nhriost 
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ar^ the traditional feat in which the brakeman of the rear 

car is said to light his pipe at the locomotive. We pass 

I tunnels and trestle bridges, see our route above and 

" :^ below us on the hills in such varied ways that it is 

hardly possible to understand that these are not so 

1 many different roads instead of the same. There is a 

point near Maltrata, distant but two and a half miles 
in a direct line, which must be reached by twenty 
miles of zigzag. 
^ Until Orizaba is reached, about four o'clock in the 

afternoon, the descent from the temperate to the torrid 
zone is not so noticeable, and the mind is absorbed in 
the artistic wonders wrought by men. Prom that city 
to the coast the train glides through a level country, 
flanked on both sides by a long stretch of banana and 

^:f coffee plantations, and the traveler becomes conscious 

of at last being in the tropics, and he admires the beau- 
ties of natvre rather than human skill, as in the previ- 
ous part of the .iourney. The characteristic of the ven- 

; ders at the small stations is also changed, and they are 

laden with a large variety of tropical fruits which they 

; 1^ offer for a song, and if you cannot sing, they will sell 

you some for a few centavos. 

Among the passengers whose acquaintance I formed 
\^hile in the crowded car was a German Jew. We be- 
^ c«me Quite friendly and spent the rest of the trip in 

each other's company. He was a middle-aged bach- 
elor; came to this country about the same time I did. 
But instead of drifting to the large cities and become 

^. ^ one of the ** dreamers of the ghetto," he. like many of 

*. I his countrymen, penetrated into the wild, sparsely set- 

,;; tied Par West, engaged in mercantile pursuits, anr* 
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iHiw. al. the appnmeh o!" olti nm\ tht* care of 1 
tii>u ift iK> more an in^^n.HiiiMil, of b\n t*'xixl 
Ijt* him n*tiro*1 Imm nctivt^ cnmmennal HI 

This imifh MiuHt h<* ntlrniftcd of o>ir Clernian 
ionists — as a rule, on arrival] in this f*cMUitn\ a1 
irijj a(*(|inro<1 n Houiid poinmi*r<*ial training i« 
tureii '*fathL'rlaTui/' tlu'y (]t> n*>t Irirry in the e* 
CM*ntt*rK nf [ opiilatioiL but heennie ])ium'prs in * 
c'Xplon^d n*iii<trj, n-tuniiriSir tu tlit* laPiif* citii-H ui 
in I? earned eumiifh to t!Htabli«h th€*riis«lvi*s tiN 
nr whi>li>sale nieivhantw. 

On the other hand, \w of the ht^iii^htrd S 
(/oimtries, especially Russia, where an acadet 
cation has been either denied us in our youth f 
obtained with ^reat diffieulty. by stress of 
staUf^es. usually setth* iu the overcrowded ei 
prolptarittt to eonipete with the skilled native: 
{failed **MaftkiUm/' whieh m a modern prod no 
stock in trade is a vast kiiowled^^e of the Tnli 
*\\loreh Nobnehim/' and a suiatterirxji of F 
lan^niageii* lead an uneertain existe!i<*t\ n\n\ are 
dreamers iTnmoiiali>:ed by Zan*?will. 

Of emirae, this is only a tj^eiieral survey of t 
tion-^lherc^ are nuuiy exceptions to the above ; 
the latter is enoiisch in evidenee U* sel rue mi 
the eontrnst lietween iriy new friend and myself 
he wan ea re -free, and already devisirii? plans 1 
pass the eonjini^ winter, ray future was as 11 
antl liiirnbriouM a.s when [ iir^t I.Njded in th^ 
thi' free! 
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We arrived at our destination earlj^ iu the evening 
and found the place fully deserving the appBUation 
'*lu>t eonntry.'" Anythiu^ approRchinjj it would be 
diflficvilt ta imaginp, except, perhaps, on a Fourth of 
July in New York, when the natural high temperature 
ia superadded by the calnrifie celebration of the rising: 
(reneration. 

The hotels were crowded with tonrists, and the wily 
proprietors, taking advantage of the overfjuw, f*harjyred 
all kinds of prices. I managed to make a bargain 
with one of them for myself and the quota that fol- 
lowed me — in order to benefit of my knowledge of the 
vernacular — and we then repaired to the dining room, 
situated in close proximity to the sidewalk, as to remain 
indoors seemed to be out of the question. We whiled 
away our time in the open air till about midnisrht. when 
the temperature became sufficiently moderated to ven- 
ture into our rooms. 

We were assured by the natives that a ** norther" 
from ITncle Sam's icy coasts blows in occasionally and 
converts the atmosphere into a refrigerator, but this 
did not materialize during our brief sojourn. 

We rose early in order to take stock and soe what 
that part of the world looks like. We found conditions 
about the same as described by many travelers. They 
are so deplorable that it ia doubtful whether a similar- 
ity is to be found even among Mexican cities. The 
only redeeming feature is th^ street cleaning, which 
is done by buzzards, or as they call them there **zopi- 
lotes," of a glossy blackness, as they will never strike 
for higher wages. The principal thoroughfare, called 
**Calle de la Independencia,'' leads to a short, concrete- 
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t'overtd jiromenadt.. i».rdere*l with lu-ncht-s ant 
ble row of cocoanut.pahns, wllii-h inak.'« » , 
sight in the mid«t of misery. 

I have not .s..e,i „„y sisnis of Jewish iictivity. ai 

il was stalt-d llmt sevi-ral Jewish famili.w mid 

We had intended to stay in Vera (Jniz a fe, 

but, a» the scJi<.diil«>,l "iionlier" kept hoverinsr 

(Jalvf^Hton. and vilhoi.t il th- ..limati.. eomlitio, 

liU.palJ.v «H th.- nm.,.. in.piit^ « "tn,« «««- t 

've «oncliid"d to take the first train out. «;.ieh 

^.•ra On.z aJ..H,t .1 ,.VIo<.k in tlie aftemo..,. ( 

thuw onr hill at the hotel, the propnH,.,r >van 

charge for f.vo days in^ti-ad of o„c. dai,„i,i., tl 

ouKht tn have notified him e«rl.v in the mornrng 

intend,.,! departore. and after «oine.' parlance i„ 

I threatened to invoke Uu- aid of "Teddy" „, 

''palo (trande.- we compromised by pavinK^hin. 1 

the eh arse for a day. 

Before th.. train left, most of the exci„„ioni 
tlie prev.ouK day were on l,„ar,l. There N.-omed t, 
general a^^i.ty to I.av. that unfavor.,1 .s,,„t h. 
i y fr,ea,l and I a,.d several felh.w passengers 
«ii«ded to stop over ni^ „t Ori..>,l.«. ....si.lered 
.oa hut not of too oppr<.Kxiv.. a kin.l. W;,.-,. n,, 
P» ed on, .....yhody ...ou-d to rejoi... „, ,,,;,„, , 
'JiJOMnt; th,.- ex.pustte s«em' of a 
ter rttteriK.on m the tropics. 

At Cordolm. «hont midway L.twe.n V.-ra Cvn. 
Onzaba our TTchrai. C.,, ,,„, ,,.,„„,.,.,^., ,^. , '^ 

"Y''*^!"' '''>'• "t Mexico of th- VV<.r(hei„,..r ^ Sv 
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Shru^ dmipnny^ of St, Louis, Mo. He ig a native of N^w 
Orluann. w}K*ri- lim fa tin- r. the la to Lambert B. C^ain. 
wan for many ymrs pvmUh^nt of the ilotfoiiolitan 
B*irtk. nnd tme of the* most iDflu*^ntinl mtizens Qf tht* 
Crmiu^n^ Oity. Mr. f!ain, Jr.. wan one of the or^Hoiisera 
of the i^hurtaived e<m|,'re^'«ti(m Etnuouel in Mexico 
City, 

jSnyoTo^ wjiu has never ventured ontj^idr of his nntive* 

fioH. T-b.^re in**re ninnhers ennse sonietimes ^allnnRnem 
«'veii Simons; people ol" the same sect, ean hnve nn enn- 
i^eptmn of the ecatasy expenent*erl cm j^roetins one of 
his kind in n st ran ire land, so. after introducing^ my 
(U>rman-Jeiviah friend to Mr. Cmu. we settled down to 
a pleasant chat nntil Orizaba was reached. There we 
followed Mr. Cain to the hotel where he generally putg 
MP on niacin cr his rounds, and whieh is one of the bewt 
tn 1h^' city, with the ehar^^e for accommodations about 
iMdf m in onr conntry nnder same conditions. 

After Kopper we strolled up to the center of the city. 
^vith Mr Cnm fm wide. We first visited the Alameda, 
whieh with its fountains, stone seats, orange frees, and 
other shrnhberies. makes a moat channing Vi^jta ; from 
there we went to the Zoealo, where a most novel and 
^niiqne si^^ht met our mz^, in the larire hoflow squara 
ujinimerahle ehm^mted tables, surronnded bv benches 
were hr pomtion, at whieh were an innneUHe eoncoiiiw 
of people yrambliiiii at various j^ames of ehanee. There 
wa» mn^ie i^nbire and all otlier ini^^reflieuts whieh sro 
to make up n eoimtry fair. W. were irifonned that 
this i^ the anrnud Fiefltn. whiHi is b.^bl there in mid- 
wmter for n periofi of \hrvr rn.>uth,s, Wi' b^'t Mr 0, 
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tli<?rt% who joined in the sport, and retiiroed tc> ' 
botel. 

During the Di^ht, ^vliat 1 pr**aiian? to be the trfil i 
of the delayed ** norther/* blew up from the Gulf- 
was nlmost of cyclonic forcM* mu\ to repose while 
lasted was out of the question. This is the only fr* 
of nature that mars what otherwise .neems to be to 
^rnpbieal perfection. 

The following: morning, after breakfast » my tsU 
and I and two other Americang enjoyed a carnage r 
thrtnif^h the city and surround in^ coffee plantatic 
for which we paid only two dollars Mexican money 
two hours' ridinp^, which is ridiculously low in compj 
son with prices in this conntry. We found that the e 
justly earns the reputation of being one of the m 
beautiful in the republic; especially attractive is 
market place with its large variety of tropical fru 

While passing' through the residence part of the c 
I noticed a sign *'Ijeon Hirseh" in front of a neat ^ti 
house. What oecupatiort Mr. Hirscb ib folk»winif T 
not ascertain. Thi« party and **Ctnstavc Mayer & d 
cigar inanufaetnrerM, are the only Jews I know of 
that part of the country. 

Early in the afternoon we resumed our return \ 
to the City of Mexico, 



^ 



Te^ JKWS IN MODKRN MEXICO. 



6t 



Chapter X. 

MV I, AST BAVS IN MEXlCo/ 



It was about riiiddle of February wlien I agaiii ar- 
rived in the MexiertU capitaF^ aiid although the ohjeet 
of my undertakiug this journey liad pjreviously he^n 
ac(?omplighed, and I was anjcious to retiir;i' to the United 
States, still, as the climate there at tliat time is par- 
ticularly pleasant, being dry and exhilia'rating, t con- 
cluded to reniaiii the balance of the winter. " ' 

Until then I wa.H on a toor of invt*stigation, but now 
I looked around for an opportunity to earn some Mex- 
lean pesos. This stion materialized from'^ different 
BCKirees. Several' yOung Turkish Je^^s are fe*flgaged in 
bnsinf^sa^ there. They are of Spanish descettt and arc 
pmfieient in the Latin languages, iDut th^ir Iftifvwledge 
of Uncle SaBi's'^rdiom iw limited. I had foriAM their 
actjuaintanee'on Voni 'Kippiir, ns they were amtthg the 
wnrahipers, As'l wns'*nt>w disengaged, they erig^ged 
UJe to instruft them in the Knglinb language, thi^ Tieing 
the niujit uKed 'tf*W, to Spanish. ' Adding to this; the 
OiiariHola IkTtel; 'whefe I lod^M/ t^ai^pened to hiiVe a 
night- eh*rk that spnke only H^Utltlsh. ' iind niy sei^^iee^ 
were nften re<piiHltioi>ed to act Ah intiTpreter ; through 
thi^ 1 irteidentaliy discovered 'a lU^ilree of revenue—that 
Amertcnn commercial traveb^rs generally eihptoy inter- 
finder's to iirtrndui^e thi^nj lo the trade, as the^^ ferm it 
there. The eompenaation m $10 a day and expenses 
whilt^ on duty. In this niMnner 1 was kept constantly 
occupied u!itil my time of (h.^parture, by' th^ end of 
Mnrch, ' •* "* 

Durini: the !*rir*f period of lay acting m an int*ema* 
tionai salcHHuui I sfjld, or nfther ht^lped to sell, nearly 
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every article iiiuler the sun; from cnitches t 
shoe leather. The American drummers, i 
"\\oUy ^ood fellows/' are especially so in a 
wuntry, where their volubility has to filter tl 
proxy. They generally eorabine business with 
and after devoting a few hours a day to '^se 
trade/' or as the representative of the' Wagner 
Co,, San Fraiieisco, called it, ^*nosy around/' t 
the rmt of the day ** seeing the aighta/' 

One morning after my arrangements had be 

to leave for the United States in a few day* 

c«ll<*d to the hotel office to act as interprets 

prospective gu^t It did not require a micro 

discern the Hebraic features in the new arrivj 

recognition seemed to be mutual, but it was i 

delicate Rubject to broach after an acquaintaDce 

a few moments. However, on looking in the 1 

I noticed **Dr. L^ipold Wintner, Brooklyn, N. 1 

I knew then that the clerical looking, elderly geJ 

before me was Rabbi Wintner, of Temple Beth 

Brooklyn. I then canceled whatever business 

nit*nts some travelers had with me by referrin 

to another interpreter, and my last few days' 

Mexico I spent mostly in his company, showi^ 

around, etc. Incidentally I introduced hfm t 

Jewish pt'ople, who happened to be Anstrinns- i 

that this left him under the impression that 1 

jority of the Jews there hehnv^ tn that nationa 

I noticed a statement made by him to this effect 

of our Jewif^h newspapers, The fact is. that 1 

introduced bim to are about the limit, and the t 

the Jcw« there are (Imnans, French, and native 

pns As my return ticket to the T^nited 8tat 
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bought before we met, I was obliged to leave him before 
he finished his itinerary, much to his regret, as he was 
anxious to have me accompany him on some aide trips* 

I returned to this country via the Mexican National^ 
by the way of Laredo and San Antonio, and arrived in 
this city on April 18th, the day made memorable by the 
'Frifleo disaster. 

With this my narrative ends, and I take oecaaion to 
thank those who were patient enough to read this long- 
drawn-out story of my trip to our picturesque neighbor- 
ing republic. 



CONCLUDING REMARKS. 



There is an axiom in the "Ethics of the Fathers," 
which saysi '* Who is a wise man, who learns from 
every man/' With this as an apoloEy, I venture to 
express my opinion on the momentous topic which at 
present enffaKes the serious attention of onr philan- 
thropists of both hemispheres — where to find a home 
for the millions of our persecuted, homeless co-reli- 
g^ionists in Eastern Europe. Despite the strenuous, 
almost superhuman efforts of the lamented creator of 
modern Zionism, Dr, Hei-^l and the subsequent laud- 
able exertions of Zangrwill and others to secure a terri- 
tory, Palestine is still in full possession of the Sultan, 
and the territorial subject is as yet largely problem- 
atical. The situation, however is so precarious that 
it does not brook any procrastination. 

According to information I gained while sojourning: 
in Mexico, that immense territory situated just south 
of our country, Baj a California, would, with proper 

g^siires taken, support a population of twentv 
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minioiit whereas at present it only cotitains an, 
nificant number of people* The firm of Speyer i 
Bankers, Tx)ndon, Frankfort antl New York, i 
financial a^ertt of the present Mexican ifovern 
It would be at Itast worth the attempt, on tht 
of those who possess the influence, to ioduc 
Speyers to enter into negotiation with the i 
Mexican authorities for either an autonomous p 
sion in Lower California or cokmi^atian on a 
scale. 

I respectfully submit this $Ui»:^cstion to tht 
si deration of those who have the welfare of 
brethren at heart, and are able to do something; 

The Avrt 
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